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INTRODUCTION 


As children advance from the toddler stage, and generally as 
they approach their fifth birthday, an increasing desire to express 
themselves with their hands becomes apparent, and in this they 
attempt to express themselves by drawing on paper and by 
making use of tools and implements normally found in the 
household. At the same time, as they become increasingly 
aware of the world around them, they want to know how and 
why things are made and done. It is of great importance that 
these early desires are guided into daily progress by helping the 
child satisfy the urge to make and create. It is at this stage that 
the parent or adult should commence to teach the accurate 
way of‘handling and using simple tools such as scissors, needles 
and pins. It is far better that they should first learn the correct 
way to handle things, rather than acquire bad methods and have 
to learn afresh. 

When starting the small child in handicrafts, care should be 
taken to guide only, rather than stress ideas which may not be 
in keeping with those of the child. It should be kept in mind 
that the work should express the feeling and personality of the 
child, not that of the teacher, and suggestions will be found 
much more acceptable than definite plans, for the young craft- 
worker. Of course, some explanation and demonstration is 
necessary, and the child can be shown how to use different 
materials and how to make good use of colour, but right from 
the very early stages, the final choice of colour, material and 
design should be that of the child who is making the article. 
Young children are unable to concentrate for long periods and 
the work of acquiring a knowledge of simple handicrafts should 
never become an irksome task. It should be a form of relaxation 
and a means of self-expression. By creating a love of handwork 
in children, one is introducing them to a means of pleasure for 
life. 

It is a mistake to purchase special materials for a young child’s 
handwork and, as far as possible, the ordinary everyday things 
which they see around the house should be used, such as pieces 
of paper, wool, match boxes, scraps of fabrics and small boxes 
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and jars. As the child gets older and develops a sense of responsi- 
bility, real handicraft materials can be introduced such as raffa, 
cane, felt, modelling paste, etc. It is advisable in the more early 
stages to refrain from asking the child what the article is, or to be 
too critical of first attempts. The necessity of co-ordinating the 
work of the mind and hand is only to be learned slowly, and it 
may well be that it is for this reason that children have been 
given such lively powers of imagination. 

The object of this book is to provide the adult wi h a means of 
satisfying the curiosity of the average child as to the how and why 
of making things in a pleasing way. 

The natural destructiveness of a small child is merely an 
expression of curiosity and the natural step in progression is to 
reconstruct. The simple crafts in this book are suitable for girls 
between the ages of five and twelve years, and the book has been 
divided into three sections in order to separate the crafts into 
suitable age groups. Chapters I to IV contain instructions for 
things to be made by children of five to seven years old. The 
articles described in Chapters V to VIII are for the next age group, 
for girls of cight to ten years, and the last four chapters, numbers 
IX to ХП, include instructions for crafts for older girls of the ages 
of eleven and twelve years. It should be appreciated that it is 
difficult to define the suitability of a craft for a child of a certain 
age, and these may differ widely according to the capabilities 
of the child. Some children are far quicker to grasp things than 
others, and it may be found that they are able to practise some 
of the more advanced work more readily. This book has been 
written as a guide to parents. It is not intended that children, or, 
at least, very young children should read the instructions then 
make the articles described. The object is that the parent acquires 
knowledge of the simple craft from these instructions and then, 
by demonstration and explanation, passes it on to the child. 


CHAPTER I 
MAKING SIMPLE BOXES 

Making Simple Boxes: Commencing — patterns — materials 

— cutting the parts to shape — assembling — colouring and 

patterning — demonstration. Paper Windmills: Easy to make 

— materials required — three patterns — making the sails — 

assembly and finishing. Party Decorations: Use of crepe paper 

— simple streamers — making chains — folded garlands — paper 

swirlers — making and finishing — making pom-poms — Cello- 

phane straws. Paper Beads: Favourite crafts — tools and 

materials required — making the beads — alternative shapes. 
In every home, there is available a supply of paper of various 
Sorts, scissors and some paste, and from these simple things, a 
child can make many articles. Little girls of five, six and seven 
years should not be expected to be interested in the theory of any 
craft, but, right from the start, girls of this age group will want 
to make something, whatever it is. They may not respond to the 
invitation to make a box, purely as a box, but if it is suggested 
that the child makes a box to keep her hankies or her hair 
ribbons in, she will usually set to work with a will. 

Some suitable boxes for the very young to make, are illustrated 
in Fig. 1, and the best foundation material for making them, is 
thin cardboard. Included in the illustration, Fig. 1, are two very 
simple patterns for making cardboard foundations for different 
types of boxes. If lids are made, it should be remembered to 
make them slightly larger than the main part of the boxes. 

First, the shape of the boxes should be cut, and if using pattern 
“A” in the illustration, bend along the dotted lines of the 
foundation, then with the box folded, paste the part numbered 
1 over part 3, and the part numbered 2 over part 4. If pattern 
“В” in the illustration is being used, cuts should be made at the 
corners numbered 1, 2, 3 and 4, and the card should be bent 
along the dotted lines. With this done, the ends of the parts 
numbered 1, 2, 3 and 4 should be pasted on the inside, and 
secured to the shaded parts shown in the diagram. With the box 
completed, another pattern should be made for the lid, and this 
should be slightly larger than the box. The lid is made up in the 
same way as the box, by folding and cutting the corners and 
pasting the parts together. 
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Fig. 2. WINDMILLS 


other by about half-an-inch. To continue, cut a circle of card- 
board a little smaller than the size of a halfpenny and colour it or 
cover it with silver paper or patterned paper. Next, a pin should 
be pierced through the cardboard disc and through the over- 
lapped corners of the sail. A small bead should be mounted over 
the pin behind the sail, and the point of the pin should be pressed 
firmly into the top of a stick. The next part of the work consists 
of decorating the windmill by painting the sails. If water colours 
are used, the paint should not be mixed too thinly or this may 
affect the paper used. When mounting the windmill on a stick, 
it will be found best and safest, to push the pin right through the 
stick and bend the point of the pin over, at the back. 

Тће second windmill, which is illustrated in Fig. 2b, is made 
from a circle of paper. It is made in very much the same way as 
the square windmill described above, but before the paper is 
folded, six cuts should be made in a circle as shown in the 
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illustration and, after folding, the circle should be mounted and 
coloured, as previously described. З 3 

The third type of windmill is illustrated in Fig. 2c, and this 
one should be made from very thick paper or thin card. To make 
the windmill, cut a circle of paper or card, between five and six 
inches in diameter, and on the circle, mark out the six divisions 
shown in the illustration. To continue, cut along all the dotted 
lines, so that the six sails stand out. Mount the windmill on a 
stick, as previously described, then colour the sails with water 
colours or poster paints. These simple moving toys will provide 
Јоу in manufacture and use. 


PARTY DECORATIONS 


. This type of work appeals to very young children at party 
times, and a few rolls of crepe paper can be used, to provide 
many happy hours of enjoyment. The crepe paper should be 
cut across the fold of the packet into convenient-sized strips, 
for making the decorations, and the width of the strips should 
be about two inches. 

The simplest form of party decoration consists of a streamer 
composed of short pieces made into lengths and threaded through 
each other, with the ends of the lengths pasted, as shown in the 
illustration, Fig. за. Also shown in the illustration, Fig. 3b, is 
a form of looped chain, which can easily be made by most children 
of this age group. Make the looped chain, by taking a long strip 
of paper and pasting looped links along the strip at intervals. 
For this work, some gay contrasting colours should be used, to 
provide interest. The party decoration illustrated in Fig. 3c, 
shows a chain which can be made from two long strips of crepe 
paper. It will be found best to use strips of different colours such 
as red and white, green and yellow, or blue and orange. To make 
the streamer, place the ends of both strips together and paste 
them so that they form ап “L” shape. To continue, fold one of the 
strips over the other, as shown in the illustration, then fold the 
second colour over the first and continue in the same way, folding 
alternate coloured pieces, until the strips are used up. The ends of 
both pieces of paper should be neatened and pasted, and when 
the paste has dried, the folds can be opened into a very pleasing 
concertina type of garland. 

‚ Also illustrated in Fig. 3, is a coloured paper swirler which will 
үе great joy in use to small children, and which they will enjoy 
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making for a party. These simple articles take only a few minutes 
to make. Three colours of paper will be sufficient, but the more 
colours there are, the gayer will be the swirler. To make one with 
three colours, cut six strips of paper about three-quarters of an 
inch wide, across the fold of the packets of crepe paper. Open 
each strip, then fold it into four equal lengths. Stretch the folded 
crepe paper a little and treat all six strips in the same way, then 
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Fig. 3. PAPER DECORATIONS 
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gather the ends of the strips and tie round one end with string. 
When this has been done, the double ends which are not tied 
should be cut through and the paper tied or bound on to a straight 
piece of thin wood, as illustrated in Fig. 3b. 

Another favourite form of party decorations are gaily coloured 
pom-poms, or small balls, to hang from lights or ceilings. These 
can be made from drinking straws. The shiny-coloured Cellophane 
straws are best for this purpose. For each ball, take four or six 
straws. Each straw should be cut into four equal parts, and these 
should be gathered into a bunch and tied in the middle with 
coloured string or ribbon. When tying the straws, the knot should 
be pulled very tightly, so that the ends of the straws spray out 
and form the shape of a ball. If the shape is not quite even, the 
ends of the straws may be trimmed with a pair of scissors and 
treated by cutting short slits. These should be sprayed out by 
pressing the cut ends with the finger, as shown in the illustration. 
The reflection of light on these easily made decorations, is very 
attractive. 


PAPER BEADS 


Paper is always a favourite craft material for children, and 
small girls delight in cutting paper to various shapes. After they 
get used to working with paper and cutting it, it is only a short 
step towards learning how pieces of cut paper can be fashioned 
into beads of all shapes and sizes. Some ideas for beads are 
illustrated in Fig. 4. Any kind of paper can be used, but the best 
kind is the glossy white type from magazine covers, which usually 
have advertisements printed in bright colours. In addition to the 
paper and a pair of cutting scissors, some paste or gum will be 
required, also a thin metal knitting needle and some thread for 
stringing necklets and bracelets. The beads are easy to make, and 
for the first attempt, the strips of paper should be cut to make 
cylindrical shaped beads. Paper may be cut to any size, but 
generally, strips three-quarters of an inch wide, and four-and-a- 
half inches long, will be found most suitable. To make a paper 
bead, a little paste or gum should be applied to one side of the 
paper at the end ofa strip, and this end should be wrapped tightly 
round the metal knitting needle, then the rest of the strip should 
be wound round the needle and as this is done, a little gum or 
paste should be brushed inside the strip to hold the cylinder in 
place. As soon as the adhesive has hardened, the bead can be 
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removed from the needle by sliding it off. If plain paper is used, 
the beads may be coloured with water colours or poster paints, 
and if a little paste is mixed with the water colours, it will make 
them less likely to rub off, than if they are mixed only with water. 

After making a quantity of beads to the simple cylindrical 
shapes, progress can be made by making beads of other shapes. 


Shapes jer fer 2245. 


Fig. 4. PAPER BEADS 


They are made by cutting the ends of strips of paper, and some 
examples are illustrated in Е ig. 4, which shows the shapes of the 
strips before rolling them round a needle, and the shapes of the 
beads after they have been made. There are many variations of 
the simple shapes illustrated, but at first, the child should be 
encouraged to work in simple shapes, to get used to the feel of the 
process, and to become familiar with the method of manufacture. 
Of course, some children “catch оп” much more quickly than 
others and these will require very little encouragement to make 
and devise fresh shapes. This simple form of craftwork can be 
made very interesting, and it is a good exercise for the control 
of tools and materials. 


СНАРТЕК П 
SEWING CARDS 

Early needlework — use of sewing cards — how to make sewing 

cards — stitching outlines with backstitch — colouring — 

Christmas cards and calendars. Scrap Books: Collecting 

illustrations — materials — making the books — size and 

assembly — grouping subjects. Simple Toys: Toy furniturc. 

Cork toys — materials and method — chairs and tables. Match 

Box Furniture: Simple articles — chest of drawers — making 

and covering — a match box easy chair — making and covering. 

The Use of Odd Materials: Cotton гес! table — toy tubular 

furniture — shaping and covering — acorn toys. 
SMALL girls in the five to seven year old age group, are usually 
very interested in needlework, and a very excellent introduction 
to this craft is working with the sewing cards which used to be so 
very popular. The manufactured cards are rather expensive to 
purchase, but the cards can quite easily be made at home, and 
the little girls will probably be delighted to help in the preparation 
of them. То make a variety of sewing cards, a packet of plain 
postcards, some coloured threads, a needle with a large eye, and a 
sheet of carbon paper, will be required. The first designs should 
be very bold and simple, and the nature of the decoration should 
be such as to interest a child; children's painting books will 
provide some ideas for many suitable designs. The drawing of the 
design should be made on paper, and then this should be trans- 
ferred to a postcard by using carbon paper. All the lines of the 
design should be kept as simple as possible and any unnecessary 
small details should be omitted. After the design lines have been 
transferred to the card, a pen or pencil should be used to mark 
dots at equal distances along the lines of the picture, as shown 
in the illustration Fig. 5, then the dots should be pierced, after 
which the card is ready for the work of stitching. 

'То do this, the needle should be threaded with a length of 
coloured thread or wool, and a knot should be tied at the end; 
The design outlines of the cards should be worked in simple 
backstitch, which is illustrated in Fig. 5. To demonstrate the 
stitch, the needle should be brought up through the first dot, from 
the back of the card, and taken down through the card at the 
second dot, bringing it out at a third dot, then through the second 
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Fig. 5. SEWING CARD AND SCRAP BOOK 


dot on to the fourth dot and so on, so that all the lines of the 
picture are worked with a solid. outline of coloured thread. 
Continue to work the design lines in this way until all the lines of 
the picture have been stitched. When the stitching has been done, 
parts of the design inside the stitched outlines may be coloured 
with crayons, to make a pretty picture. 

At Christmas time, these simple sewing cards worked and 
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coloured, can be made into calendars, by adding а small calendar 
pad to the bottom of the card, and attaching a ribbon to the 
ор. 


SCRAP BOOKS 


Craft-minded children should be encouraged to collect all 
gaily coloured pictures, such as postcards, Christmas cards, and 
suitable pictures from magazines and journals, which can be used 
for pasting into a scrap book. An assortment of suitable pictures 
may take some time to collect, but while the collection is being 
built up, the scrap book can be made. 

The material selected for the pages of a scrap book should be 
something very hard wearing, and tailors’ canvas or buckram are 
ideal for this purpose. If neither of these materials are available, 
any plain cotton material, washed and well starched, will serve 
very well to make the pages of a scrap book. About ten pages are 
sufficient in number for small girls of five to seven years age 
group, and the pages should be cut to a suitable size for a child 
to handle. In most cases, a page size of nine inches by seven 
inches, will be found very suitable. The pages should be placed 
together and oversewn firmly at the back, to form the book. 

The decoration of the scrap book should commence with the 
cover, and for this it may be necessary to give the child some 
assistance in planning the colour design. If there are several 
children, and each one is making her own scrap book, it will be 
found a good plan to incorporate the owner’s name in the cover 
design of the book. This can be done by cutting the required 
letters from coloured advertisements in magazines, pasting them 
to the cover material to form the name, as illustrated in Fig. 5. 

When attaching the pictures to the pages inside the book, they 
should be separated to bear some relation to each other. One 
page can have all bird pictures, another one can be used for 
animals, another for people, to include such familiar persons as 
the postman, a sailor, soldier, a nurse or policeman. It is not 
necessary to buy sheets of scrap pictures for a child’s book. These 
are often brightly coloured but the designs are sometimes crude. 
The aim should be to train the child to appreciate the possibilities 
of using waste material, and to look ahead when choosing or 
discarding odd fragments. In this way, the children gain 
confidence in their ability to design and make things. 
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SIMPLE TOYS 


A very interesting branch of juvenile craftwork, is in making 
toy furniture, and in this pleasant work a variety of simple articles 
can be made from odd pieces of material. Such things as match 
boxes, matches, cotton reels and pins are very suitable, and some 
examples of work are illustrated in Fig. 6. 


Cork Toys: Included in the illustration are some examples of 
cork furniture. The materials required are some corks (large ones 
are best), pins, matches and odd scraps of wool. To make one of 
the chairs illustrated, a circle of cork should be cut by slicing 
across a medium-large cork, and this piece is used to make the 
seat of the chair. The four legs of the chair are made from match 
sticks which may be cut in half, sharpened at one end, and 
pushed into the cork seat. The back of the chair is made by 
pressing the points of pins into the top of the cork seat, to form 
a semi-circular back as shown in the illustration. 

A simple variation of this article is the table, which also is 
illustrated in Fig. 6. The cork table top should be made from a 
slice of cork cut down its length, and with the edges trimmed to 
shape. The legs of the table are match sticks, cut in half, with one 
end of each leg pointed and pushed into the cork. A little glue 
can be brushed on to the pointed ends of the match sticks before 
pressing them into the cork, and this should hold them firmly 
in place. Whole sets of cork furniture can be made, and some 
extra treatment can be given to the backs of the chairs by inter- 
weaving strands of wool between the pins, to form solid backs. 
The ends of the wool strands should be firmly tied at the 
commencing and finishing points. 


Match Box Furniture: Some examples of simple match box 
furniture are given in the illustration, Fig. 6. The articles are 
very easy to make. Six match boxes should be used for making 
the. chest of drawers shown in the illustration, and these should 
be joined together into three rows of two boxes. Some patterned 
paper should be pasted or gummed over the match boxes to 
cover them after they have been joined. The feet and handles 
of the chest of drawers can be made from end cuttings from 
match sticks, narrow strips of paper tightly rolled and gummed, 
ог paper fasteners. When making this item, the match boxes 


Should all be the same size, and it should be ensured that the 
trays move freely in the covers. 
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Fig. 6. DOLL’S FURNITURE 


A match box easy chair is illustrated in Fig. 6, and can be 
made from four match boxes. The insides of the match boxes 
should be glued to the covers and the joined edges of the covers 
of the boxes should be fastened together with glue, when 
assembling the chair. It will usually be found best to cover the 
completed match box chairs with a piece of fabric cut to shape 
and glued in position over the match boxes. 

The use of Odd Materials: Some other suggestions for 
making simple articles of toy furniture, are illustrated in Fig. 7. 
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These include a small table, which is easy to make from a cotton 
reel, and a rectangular shaped piece of stout cardboard. The 
cardboard should be ghied to the top of a cotton reel, as shown 
in the illustration, and when the glue is dry, the table should be 
painted with poster paints. 

Also illustrated in Fig. 7, are some articles of modern toy 
tubular furniture. These can be made from packing case wire, 
but usually, it will be found best to use a plastic coated wire. The 
wire, which may be cut with an old pair of scissors or a small pair 
of pliers, should not be too thick or too stiff, but soft enough to 
bend fairly easily. After bending the wire to the shape of a chair 
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frame, the ends of the wire should be bound round, and the seat 
and back of the chair covered by winding over the frame with 
wool or thread, or covers for the backs and seats may be made 
from odd scraps of material stitched over the frames. 

The other novel toys illustrated in Fig 7, are made from acorns 
and matches, and after some very simple items have been 
demonstrated, the child will be able to devise figures and animals 
of her own imagination. The simple construction of the acorn 
toys, is obvious from the illustration. Circles of cork may be used 
for stands for two legged figures. The examples given above, by 
no means limit the range of simple toys which can be made from 
odd Scraps of material, 

Wherever possible, only a very simple demonstration should 
be given, and the child should, so far as possible, be encouraged 
to devise her own products. 


CHAPTER Ш 
WORKING WITH RAFFIA 
Working with Raffia: Ideal material — examples of work. 
Raffia Serviette Ring: Making the foundation — preparation 
of the raffia — covering the foundation — finishing and adding 
colour. Raffia Mats: Shaped foundation — covering and 
finishing — adding colour. Shallow Basket: Shaped foundation 
— simple shape — covering and finishing the edge. Raffia 
Box: Basic foundation shapes — covering the parts — assembly. 
Plaiting Raffia: Sequence of work — simple things to make. 
Painting Jars and Tins: Materials required — forms of 
decoration — paper shapes. Making a pencil box. 
RAEEIA is a very suitable material for juvenile crafts. It is clean, 
inexpensive and easy to use. Raffia may be obtained in a good 
range of fast colours, and no special tools are required to work the 
material into a very wide variety of simple articles, which can 
be made by girls between the ages of five and seven. 

Some examples of work are illustrated in Fig. 8, which includes 
a very simple article for the young beginner craftworker. It is a 
serviette ring, made by winding raffia over a cardboard 
foundation. 

Raffia Serviette Ring: Make the foundation first, by rolling 
a one inch wide strip of cardboard to form a cylinder, or a piece 
may be cut from a cardboard roll. If a strip of cardboard is used 
to make the foundation of the serviette ring, the overlapping 
ends should be firmly glued or pasted together, and the adhesive 
should be allowed to harden before the roll is covered with 
тайа. 

For the work of covering the foundation, long broad strands of 
raffia should be used, and in the early stages, natural coloured 
gardeners’ raffia which is very inexpensive, should be used. 
Colour may be added at a later stage. If the raffia is very dry, 
it may be softened by steaming before the child uses it. If steamed, 
Ше тайа strands should be drawn through the fingers to flatten 

em. 

To cover the cardboard, wind one end of the strand of raffia 
over its end, to hold it firmly in place. Continue to wind over the 
card until the ring is completely covered, then fasten off by 


tucking the end of raffia under the winds inside the serviette 
26 
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ting. The strand of raffia may be wrapped round the foundation 
by hand, or may be threaded on a crewel needle. Colour may be 
added by darning strands of coloured raffia through the natural 
strands. 

Raffia Mats: These are illustrated in Fig. 8, and the method 
of making these simple articles is very much the same as for the 
serviette rings described above, except that the foundation is 
cut and made to a different shape. For the foundation of a raffia 
mat, thin cardboard should be cut to the shape of a circle, and a 
hole should be made in the centre of the cardboard disc. To 
commence the work of covering the cardboard, the end of a wide 
strand of raffia should be bound round the cardboard over its 
own end. It will be found best in making the mats, to thread the 
raffia in a crewel needle. To continue, wind the raffia over the 
card to completely cover the cardboard foundation with the 
strands of raffia flat, then fasten off the finishing end and add 
three ог four bands of coloured raffia strands, by winding them 
over the foundation colour. 

Shallow Basket: The making of this article should only be 
attempted after several simple articles, such as those described 
above, have been made. The method of making the basket as 
shown in the illustration, Fig. 8, is very much the same as for 
making the raffia mats, except that the raffa is wound round the 
cardboard base, instead of over it, from the centre to the edge. 
As will be seen from the illustration, the cardboard should be cut 
with shaped slots to divide the foundation into sections, The card- 


over, as in making the table mats, and a similar shape of card- 
board also covered with raffia, for the sides of the box. Natural 
or coloured raffia may be used for wrapping the cardboard 
foundation. The box should be commenced by cutting three 
Pieces of cardboard to shape. These consist of two discs and a 
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cylinder, and they should be quite small to commence with. 
The sizes can be increased as the child grows familiar with the 
material and the method of making the boxes. (The circles can 
be cardboard milk bottle tops with a cylinder of cardboard made 
to fit the bottle tops.) One of the circles forms the lid and the other 
is for the bottom of the box. The three parts should be covered 
by winding over them with raffia, as previously described, and 
the finishing ends of the raffia should be fastened off firmly by 
tucking them neatly away, inside the work. After the discs have 
been covered, the sides of the box should be bound with raffia in 
the same way as for making the serviette ring described above, and 
after all the parts have been covered, one of the raffia-covered 
discs should be fitted to the base of the box and the edges of both 
parts joined by oversewing with a narrow strand of raffia, The 
lid should be hinged with a few stitches of raffia, to complete the 
box. After some of these have been made, the shapes can be varied 
to make square, oval and triangular-sides boxes. The progress 
should be slow and sure, according to the ability of the child. 
In most cases, it will be found that girls of this age group like to 
repeat their accomplishments many times before going on to 
something new and different. 

Plaiting Raffia: Small girls can make many things from 
plaited raffia. To commence with, the strands should all be the 
same colour, and of medium length, even in width, but uneven 
in length, so that new strands may be joined in easily. To 
commence the plait, the ends of the three strands should be tied 
together and fastened to a chair back, and the child should be 
shown how to form the plait, by bringing the left outer strand 
of raffia to the centre, then the right outer strand to the centre, 
and continuing in that sequence. 

This kind of work is best taught by rhythm of numbers, by 
demonstrating and counting “one” and “two”, to distinguish the 
separate movements. Later, when the child becomes proficient, 
colour may be added to the strands. When a sufficient length of 
the plait has been worked, the unfinished ends should be tied 
round with a short length of raffia, and the length may be 
increased as required, to complete the article being made. 

The first thing made should be something simple such as a 
table mat, or a set of very small mats for a doll’s tea-set. Plaited 
articles are made by coiling the strip round itself, keeping the 
plait flat, and by stitching through the joining edges with a 
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narrow stringy strand of raffia. Other things to make from 
plaited raffia strips include oval, round and rectangular floor 
mats for a doll’s house, dollies’ hats and handbags, shopping 
baskets, and perhaps with some assistance, the plaits can be 
fashioned into the shape of a pair of slipper uppers. 

In the early stages of the work, care should be taken not to 
rush the child, or to confuse it with too many instructions at atime. 
In most cases, it will be found that raffia becomes a favourite 
material, and in working it, there is great scope for imaginative 
treatment. The material costs little, it is clean, and the work is 
absorbing and satisfying. 


PAINTING JARS AND TINS 


Almost every home can produce a number of tins and glass jars 
which are suitable for decorating, and it will be found that 
painting and decorating these simple articles is much more 
interesting to a child than in just painting on paper or in a book. 
For this type of work, a large brush should be used, and poster 
paints will be found the most suitable mediums. The decorated 
tins when they have been painted, can be used for holding 
biscuits and the glass jars for use as flower vases, etc. 

First, the tin or jar should be painted all over with one colour, 
and when this has dried, stripes or spots can be painted on the 
ground colour. Jars and tins may also be decorated with gummed 

` paper shapes and large boxes of these may be obtained for a few 
pence. The gummed paper shapes will be found very useful in 
many ways in juvenile handicraft work, and there is great scope 
for imagination, in designing patterns. Each can be built up from 
the simple shapes, which are printed in clear bright colours. To 
commence with, only very simple forms of decorative work should 
be attempted, such as a pattern made up from circles, differently 
coloured. Later developments can include the addition of stems 
and leaves to the circles, which can then be turned into flowers. 
Young children are usually best pleased when decorating with 
simple shapes which are easily recognised, such as flower or 
animal designs. 

A very effective pencil box can be made from an empty date 
box. It can be decorated by painting the lid, sides and the inside 
of the bottom with poster paints. A cardboard division should 
then be fitted, or a piece of corrugated paper can be cut to fit 
inside, to hold the pencils. The lid of this simple article can be 
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decorated with any chosen design, and some suitable pattern 
suggestions are illustrated in Fig. 8. The result will be a very 
individual pencil box, of which the young owner will be very 
proud. 

There are many treatments for tins and jars, and there is almost 
unlimited interest in this simple branch of craftwork. For instance, 
small tins such as cocoa tins can be filled with sand and the lids 
sealed with adhesive tape, then painted and decorated for use 
as book-ends. With just a little encouragement, the young craft- 
worker will soon devise many uses for decorated jars and tins. 


CHAPTER IV 
BEGINNING TO KNIT 

Beginning to Knit: Demonstration and practise — materials 

and needles — casting on — plain knitting — formation and 

casting off. Doll’s Knitted Slippers: Knitting the slippers — 

folding — joining and finishing. Doll’s Bonnet: Making and 

finishing. Kettle Holder: Simple article. Knitted Handbag: 

How to knit it. French Knitting: Simple equipment — 

formation, Making Gifts: Ideas and suggestions. Woolly Ball: 

Materials — cardboard foundation — winding, cutting and 

tying. Pen Holder: Gift item — use of corrugated cardboard — 

making and finishing. Needle Book: Cover and pages — 

decorating and making up. Book Marks: Easy to make. 

Ability and age. 4 
Мовт little girls are keen and eager to learn to knit, and after a 
simple demonstration and a little practise, they should soon be 
able to do straight pieces of knitting in garter stitch, which can 
be used for making such things as dolls’ bonnets or scarves, 
blankets for a doll’s bed, or made into such things as kettle 
holders. The young knitter should be given a fairly thick wool 
with which to commence, four-ply or double knitting, without 
any fancy twists or knots, and the needles used should be quite 
thick. About size seven is a suitable size. 

If possible, the needles for the beginner should be short, and it 
will be found quite a simple matter to cut down a long pair of 
needles and re-point the ends. A length of six inches, is quite 
sufficient for the very young knitter. The needles should be 
smooth and light in weight, and the points should be evenly 
rounded. For children’s use, knitting needles of wood or plastic 
are quite safe. Steel needles should not be used because the long 
narrow points of these are more likely to cause accidents. 

о demonstrate casting on, make a slip loop over the needle 
and hold this needle in the left hand. Pass the point of the needle 
held in the right hand, from left to right through the loop of wool 
and pass the strand of wool under and over the right-hand 
needle, then draw a new loop through the first loop formed. 
To continue, pass the point of the needle held with the left hand 
through the second loop and slip it on to the needle next to 
the first loop. Continue making loops in this way until the 
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required number of stitches is formed on the knitting needle 
held in the left hand. xz. A 

The next thing to demonstrate is the plain knitting stitch, 
which is the basis of all knitted fabric, and it is important when 
teaching the stitch, to take time and care in showing how to form 
it accurately and perfectly. To demonstrate the plain knitting 
stitch, hold the needle with the cast-on stitches in the left hand, 
and the other needle and the wool in the right hand. Pass the 
point of the needle held in the right hand from left to right 
through the first loop of the left-hand needle, then pass the wool 
under and over the point of the needle held with the right hand, 
drawing the loop thus formed through the loop on the knitting 
needle in the left hand. Leave the loop on the right-hand needle 
and slip the uscd loop off the left-hand needle. Repeat this simple 
stitch until all the stitches have been transferred from the needle 
in the left hand, to the needle in the right hand. This forms a row 
of knitting, and following rows should be formed in the same way. 

When the required length of fabric has been knitted, the 
knitting should be cast off, and to do this, knit two stitches, then 
pass the point of the needle held in the left hand from left to right 
through the first of these two stitches, then lift it gently over the 
second stitch and off the needle point. Knit another stitch and 
continue in the same way until all the stitches have been cast off 
and only one loop remains on the needle. To finish, break off 
the wool and pull the end through the final loop. 

Doll’s Knitted Slippers: The doll’s slippers illustrated in 
Fig. 9, are made by casting on sufficient stitches to make the 
width of knitting twice the length of the doll’s foot. When this 
has been done, ten rows should be formed in plain knitting, and 
to complete the slippers, the knitting should be cast off, then 
stitched along the bottom and up the ends to assemble the 
slippers, which should then be pressed to shape. Small pom-poms 
can be stitched to the fronts of the knitted slippers, or a fancy 
button can be sewn into place to finish. 

Doll’s Bonnet: This simple article is also illustrated in Fig. 9. 
To make it, thirty stitches should be cast on the needle, and 
plain knitting should be worked to a depth of three inches. To 
continue, ten stitches should be cast off and the rest of the row 
should be knitted. Another ten stitches should be cast off the 
beginning of the next row, and on the remaining ten stitches, 
twelve rows of plain knitting should be knitted before finally 
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casting off. To make up the bonnet, fold it and stitch up from 
“A” to “B” as marked in the diagram, as far as “С” on both sides. 
"Turn the front back, to form a tiny brim and stitch ribbon ties 
to each side of the bonnet, for fastening under the doll's chin. 

Kettle Holder: This also is a very simple article to make for 
the beginner knitter. Knit two five inch squares in wool of 
contrasting colour, and place a square of thick flannel, which 
should be slightly smaller than the covering, between the two 
Pieces, and stitch all round. To complete the kettle holder, stitch 
a loop of tape at one corner. 

Knitted Handbag: Little girls will like to make themselves a 
small handbag, and this simple article can be knitted in the 
following manner. Cast on thirty stitches, knit in plain knitting 
for nine inches, then cast off. Fold the piece in three, as shown in 
the illustration Fig. 9, and stitch up the sides to form an envelope 
shape. The fastener of the handbag may be a snap fastener which 
should be sewn under the flap and to the front of the bag. The 
handle is made by casting on ten stitches and knitting to the 
length required and, after the handle has been made, it should be 
stitched to the top corners of the bag. 


FRENCH KNITTING 


This very simple occupation will be found fascinating to girls 
between the ages of five and seven years. To demonstrate French 
knitting, the requirements are, an empty cotton reel and a few 
small nails with their heads removed by cutting them off with a 
pair of pliers. Eight small nails should be hammered into one end 
of the cotton reel round the centre hole. To commence the French 
knitting, take the end of a strand of wool and thread it round the 
cotton reel as illustrated in Fig. д. Then with the wool from the 
ball, wind round the nails as shown in the illustration. When the 
last one is reached, hold the wool round the back of the nail, 
pick up the first loop with a large bodkin or orange stick, and slip 
it over the head of the nail and do the same with the loop of wool 
over each nail, as shown in the illustration. After working two or 
three rounds, give the thread under the reel-a tug and pull it 
down. When the required length of knitting has been worked, 
break off the wool, thread the end of the wool into a needle, 
remove the loops from the nails on to the needle, then take one 
or two stitches into the length of knitting, to fasten off. These 
lengths of knitting can be used for making belts or in place of 


36 CRAFTS FOR GIRLS 


1ibbon ties on bonnets, or they can be stitched together to make 
circular mats, and circles may be joined to make bags and 
handkerchiefs cases, as shown in the illustration, Fig. 9. 


MAKING GIFTS 


The pleasure of making some simple article with her own hands, 
can be immeasurably increased by encouraging the little girl to 
make things as gifts. It should always be remembered that the 
suggestion should come from the child, rather than a definite 
idea being implanted in her mind, but it is a matter of simple 
psychology to encourage gift making. Girls in the five to seven 
years age group, readily devise articles for gift making. Some of 
the ideas in the instructions previously given, will be suitable for 
gift making articles, and some extra suggestions are given below. 

Woolly Ball: Young children always like to make a gift for a 
grown-up or a baby. ‘There are a number of things which they 
can be encouraged to make for birthdays or for Christmas time. 
A suitable present for a baby is a woolly ball, and these are very 
easy to make. Some oddments of wool in several different colours 
will be required, also a piece of thick cardboard. From the card- 
board, cut two circles of about four to five inches in diameter, 
and in the centre of each disc of cardboard, a small circular hole 
should be made. Leave a margin from the edge of the hole to the 
edge of the disc, of about one-and-a-half inches. To demonstrate 
the making of a woolly ball, place the two pieces of cardboard 
together and wind the wool round and over them through the 
centre hole. The colours should be changed often. When com- 
mencing the ball, it will be found that a small ball of wool will 
pass through the centre hole, but later it will be necessary to 
thread the wool through a bodkin. Continue winding the wool 
over the cardboard shapes until the centre hole is filled in and it is 
not possible to thread any more wool through it. Then, with a 
pair of sharp scissors, cut through the windings at the outer edges 
and through all the strands of wool, all the way round, as illus- 
trated in Fig. то. Before the cardboard discs are removed from 
the lengths of wool, a piece of string should be wound twice round 
the centre of the lengths, between the two cardboard circles, and 
the string should be tightly knotted. Then the cardboard circles 
should be removed and the ball trimmed neatly with a pair of 
sharp scissors. 


Pen Holder: Another suitable article for the craftworker to 
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Fig. 10. MAKING GIFTS 


make, is a pen and pencil holder, which can be easily constructed 
from strips of corrugated cardboard. A piece of corrugated 
cardboard thirty-six inches by two inches, will be required, but 
it need not be in one piece. If several pieces of cardboard have to 
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be used, they should be joined together to make them one 
continuous length, by sticking over the joints with adhesive tape 
or gummed paper. To continue, roll the strip tightly with the 
ridges of paper on the outside and secure the end of the rolled 
strip with adhesive tape or gummed paper. The sides should be 
gummed with a piece of plain paper painted with poster colours, 
and the pencils fitted into the circular dents formed by the ridges 
of paper, as illustrated in Fig. 10. 

Needle Book: Needle books are always welcome as gifts, and 
even very young children, can successfully manage these. To 
make a book, cut a cover of stiff card and decorate it in any of the 
ways previously described. The cover can be designed in patch- 
work or a mosaic pattern, using various coloured papers. When 
the cover has been decorated, it should be folded in two, and pages 
should be cut in white flannel, felt or woollen material. The pages 
should be cut to a suitable size to fold inside the cover, and they 
can be held in place with a piece of ribbon tied over the cardboard 
and the folds of the pages. 

Book Marks: Other favourite gift articles to make are book 
marks, and these are very easy to do. Take a piece of card with 
suitable decorations, and glue it to a length of ribbon. Alter- 
natively, two large paper beads made from the instructions 
previously given can be threaded one each end of the length of 
ribbon and held in place with a knot each side of the bead. 

The instructions given in the first four chapters of this book are 
for girls of the ages of five to seven years. It is not possible to cover 
every suitable form of juvenile craftwork, but the information 
given is sufficient to arouse the child’s interest in working with her 
hands. The work described in the next four chapters is for girls 
of eight, nine and ten years of age, though it may well be found 
that children of the first age group can do some of the crafts 
described for older children. It is not easy to make a clear-cut 
division, and in all cases, the deciding factor will be the interest 
displayed by the child, and her ability to be clever with her hands. 


СНАРТЕВ У 
SIMPLE NEEDLEWORK 
Simple Needlework: Child interest — designs and threads — 
needle control — standard of work, Running Stitch: 
Formation and use. Baby’s Feeder: Simple article — material 
— making the feeder — finishing. Nightdress Case: Envelope 
shape — preparation — embroidered design — fasteners and 
finishing. Making Doll’s Clothes: Introduction to dressmaking 
---райегп making. Doll’s Dress Set: Pattern — cutting the 
parts — assembly — making the panties — finishing. 
THE average small girl loves to sew, and is eager to learn, but the 
introduction to sewing should be quite gradual so that the work 
is kept full of interest. Little girls feel grown-up when creating 
some small garment, an article for the home, or decorating some- 
thing, It should be considered, when demonstrating sewing and 
embroidery, that children between the ages of eight and ten years 
are able to concentrate for longer periods than those in the five 
to seven age group, but care should be taken not to weary them 
with stitching long seams and hems, which, in most cases, are 
better done on a machine. The designs of initial work should be 
bold, and thick thread or wool should be used on coarse materials, 
Bright colours should be used throughout the work, so far as it is 
possible. 

For beginners, the making and decorating of such things as 
bags, nightdress cases, and dolls clothes should be attempted. 
The first essential in teaching a child to sew, is to set a simple 
exercise in which finger control may be acquired. A needle is a 
very small tool to handle and control, and it is wise not to try 
and force the child to make a complete thing until she has 
acquired some practise at using a needle and can manipulate it 
without too much difficulty. Interest in needlework and 
embroidery will be aroused by showing the child attractive 
materials and by encouraging their natural love of colour. 

_ Early stages in sewing should teach finger control, neatness and 
tidiness and should help in a very great way to make the child 
self-reliant. From the very beginning of the work, a high standard 
should be set, but this should be in keeping with the age and the 
ability of the child. It is discouraging to set too high a standard 
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in relation to the child’s ability, which she may not be able to 
reach, and which may destroy the natural interest of the work. 
It is important in needlework to provide the girl with suitable 
tools and materials which she can handle easily without too much 
fumbling and struggling. At first, a fairly loosely woven material 
should be selected, into which the needle and thread can be 
easily worked. Closely woven soft crash, Java canvas or soft 
hessian are all suitable for beginners, and to commence with, 
wools or thick embroidery thread in bright colours, are best. 

Running Stitch: This is a simple beginner’s stitch, which is 
used to join two surfaces. To commence running stitch, make a 
back stitch, then sew with small even stitches, keeping the spaces 
and stitches equal in length. Finish off with a small back stitch as 
shown in the illustration, Fig. 11. The running stitch may be 
employed in making a small bag for shoes, or for keeping the 
child’s needlework things in. To make either of these, a piece of 
crash twenty-four inches by ten inches, will be required. Fold 
back two inches at each end of the material, as shown in the 
illustration, Fig. 11. Press a small turning at each end, and with 
running stitch, work across each fold as shown in the illustration. 
With the turning on the outside, fold the material in two and use 
running stitch to join the two sides. Turn the bag right side out, 
and thread a length of tape through the top. 

Baby’s Feeder: Another simple article for the young needle- 
worker, illustrated in Fig. 11, is a baby’s feeder, which can be 
made from casement cloth, crash, or soft linen. The illustration 
includes a pattern diagram which should first be drawn to size 
on brown paper and cut to shape, before shaping the materials. 
To make the feeder, turn down, press and tack a narrow hem all 
round the feeder and stitch this hem, with the hemming stitch 
shown in the illustration, Fig. 11. Bring the needle up through 
the hem only and lay it along just under the fold, then insert 
the needle as shown in the illustration, so that the stitches at the 
back and front of the hem form а “У”, and continue in the same 
way to complete the hem. With a coloured thread, work two rows 
of tacking all round the feeder just inside the fold, then transfer a 
simple design to the front and work the outline in back stitch, with 
a thread of a suitable colour. Attach two pieces of tape or ribbon 
to the shoulders. Take a length of tape, make a narrow turning 
at one end, and pin securely in position on the wrong side of the 
work. The tape from the feeder should form a square as shown in 
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Fig. тт. Bend the tape back over the square, crease firmly and 
level it with the edge of the feeder. Turn the feeder so that the 


tape is away from the work, then oversew the tape to the material, 
and hem all round the square. 
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Fig. 11. SEWING 
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Nightdress Case: Another article for the beginner is illus- 
trated in Fig. 12. It is a useful nightdress case which, although a 
little more difficult to make than the other articles described is 
well within the scope of a girl in the eight to ten age group. 

It is made from a rectangle of suitable material, which should 
be folded into three as shown in the illustration, to form an 
envelope. First, the material should be cut to the size required 
and a narrow turning should be folded and hemmed all round, 
then one third of the material should be turned over at one end to 
form the pocket and the two side edges of the pocket should be 
stitched together. Trace or draw a design on the flap of the case 
and work the pattern in the following stitches. Use lazy daisy 
stitch for the flowers. This is a very simple and useful stitch for- 
the flowers. This is a very simple and useful stitch for all kinds 
of floral designs, and looks best when kept short, and when 
worked in thick thread. To demonstrate the lazy daisy stitch, 
bring the needle and thread through the material at the centre 
of a flower petal, then push the needle through the material 
near the first hole, and bring the point of the needle out again 
through the material at the top of the petal shape. Before bringing 
the needle through the material, slip the thread under the needle 
point, then pull the needle through and insert it again just the 
other side of the thread. Work the other lines of the design in 
stem stitch, as shown in the illustration, by bringing the needle 
out and touching the last stitch each time. Fasten off by stabbing 
through to the wrong side of the material and thread the end of 
the embroidery thread in and out of the backs of the stitches on 
the wrong side of the work. After the child has gained confidence 
in using the material and finishing simple articles of embroidery, 
she can then be shown more advanced work. 


MAKING DOLLS CLOTHES 


Every girl, whatever her age, wants to make clothes, and a 
natural introduction to this interesting branch of needlework, can 
be effected by encouraging the child to make dolls clothes. In 
this work, most of the methods which are used in making full size 
garments can be demonstrated, Clothes made for dolls and toys 
should be made with wide sleeves and necks, so that they can 
easily be removed and replaced. Buttons and button-holes should 

је large enough and strong enough for easy manipulation, and 
ribbons should be removable. The materials used, should be of 
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such a nature that they can be washed. If the garments are made 
of material which will shrink, or from a material in which the 
colours will run when washed, it will not prevent the child from 
washing the small garments. 
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Fig. 12. SIMPLE EMBROIDERY 


44 CRAFTS FOR GIRLS 


In this part of the work, an introduction in pattern making may 
also be effected. The patterns for children’s work should be made 
in stout brown paper which is uncreased, and care should be 
taken to ensure that the principle and use of the patterns is fully 
understood. When pattern making, allowance should be made 
for seams and turnings, and the position of darts should be marked 
where the materials are to be shaped and curved. It should be 
explained when using patterns on materials that have a right 
and wrong side, that some of the pattern parts have to be reversed 
to ensure that the right side of the material is on the outside of 
the parts of the small garment being made. In the preliminary 
Stages, care in making and using patterns cannot be over- 
emphasised, and unless preliminary work is done carefully, some 
disappointments may follow in later stages of the work. 

Doll’s Dress Set: The first articles of dolls clothing are illus- 
trated in Fig. 13, and the garments consist of a simple set of dress 
and panties. A pattern diagram for the articles is included 
in the illustration Fig. 13, and they may be enlarged or 
reduced, according to requirements. To make the small set, 
the first thing to do is to make a pattern from the diagram 
included in the illustration. This should be carefully made, and 
the outlines marked boldly, then the pattern pieces should be cut 
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wrap over the seam and stitch the hem. This part of the garment 
should be pressed flat, and the opening should be pinned or 
tacked together while the rest of the small dress is being made. 
Make the yokes next. Fold under the fastenings of the left and 
right yokes, and pin or tack them, then stitch them from the fold 
along the lengths. Run a gathering thread along the top of the 
skirt front at each side of the opening, then gather along the top 
of the back skirt and draw up the gathering threads until the 
skirt top fits the yoke. Fasten off the threads very firmly and join 
each yoke section to the skirt piece with a lapped seam. Press the 
seams very carefully so that they lie flat, and trim the surplus 
material away. To continue, the front of the dress should be joined 
to the back, using narrow French seams at the shoulders and the 
sides, then the sleeves should be made up and stitched into the 
armholes of the garment. The small collar should be made up 
next and fastened to the top of the dress, then a small pocket 
should be stitched to the front of the skirt. To make the panties, 
join both side seams, using French seams, and pin, tack and stitch 
the two parts together. Make a narrow hem round each leg 
opening and make a narrow open hem round the top of the waist, 
for the insertion of elastic. This very simple set will serve as an 
introduction to dressmaking for a young craftworker. 


СНАРТЕВ УТ 


EASY PARCHMENT WORK 


Easy Parchment Work: Favourite material. Book Marks: 
Making and folding — decorating and finishing. Parchment 
Cover: For note-pad or blotter — cutting, shaping and finishing. 
Parchment Book Jacket: Pattern shape — cutting the соуег to 
shape — gumming — finishing. Simple Leatherwork: Simple 
instructions. Leather Purse: Use of Skiver — joining the sides 
— fastening. A Comb Case: Pattern and parts — joining and 
finishing. Novelty Case: Construction and fastening. Silver 
Paper Pictures: Simple examples — transferring the design — 
making the picture — mounting. 
PARCHMENT, a very suitable craftwork material, is not expensive, 
is nice and clean, and is a pleasant material with which to work. 
Parchment paper may be decorated with oil colours, water 
colours and poster paints, also with transfers and by making 
patterns from gummed paper. In some forms of parchment work, 
it may be necessary to make a pattern, to assist in cutting the 
parchment paper accurately to shape. Pencil marks should not 
be made on the parchment, as in most cases they will be found 
difficult to remove. Some simple articles ОЁ parchment are 
illustrated in Fig. 14, and these include two patterns for book 
marks. 

Book Marks: The first book mark illustrated, is very easy to 
make. It is simply an odd strip of parchment with the corners 
neatly rounded and the strip folded to make a tuck-over piece. 
It may be found difficult to fold some kinds of parchment without 
breaking the material. Folds are best made by scoring along the 
line of the fold with a blunt knife. The front of the fold-over 
cover piece should be suitably decorated by painting, or by using 
a pattern. 

'The second book mark shown in the illustration is also very 
easy to make from a strip of parchment, which should be cut 
diagonally across one corner, and the top corners rounded, with a 
hole punched for a piece of silk cord to make a tassel, as shown in 
the illustration. 

Parchment Cover: Also illustrated in Fig. 14, is a simple 
cover which can be made any size, for a notebook or a blotter. 
It should be made from a single piece of parchment, cut to the 
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size required. The leaves of the book or blotting paper are held 
in place inside the parchment cover by punching holes near the 
fold through the cover and contents, finishing by threading tape 
or ribbon through the holes to hold the parts of the book together. 
The corners of the cover should be rounded by cutting round a 
coin, and the front of the cover may be suitably decorated by 
painting on the word “Blotter” or “Notebook.” 

Parchment Book Jacket: This also is illustrated in Fig. 14, 
and the book jacket is made from a simple piece of parchment, 
of a width to fit the depth of the book jacket, and long enough to 
fit over the book cover and folded inside the back and front 
covers as shown in Fig. 14. (This includes a pattern for the cover.) 
The title of the book should be painted on the spine and the front 
of the cover, or the book title may be worked in gummed coloured 
paper. 

First, cut the parchment to the shape shown in the illustration, 
Fig. 14, and score all the folds of the material. The decoration 
should be completed next. If water colours are used for painting 
the title of the book on the cover, some difficulty may be encoun- 
tered in getting the colours to lay flat on the parchment, but this 
may be obviated by going over the decoration area with a soft 
rubber which will remove the surface grease. When the book 
cover has dried, it should be fitted over the book and the flaps 
of the book folded. A little gum should be applied to the flaps 
(which fold under the inside ends), at the top and bottom of the 
cover. When this has been done, the joining parts should be 
pressed together, and any surplus gum should be worked off 
before closing the book and placing it under a weighty object 
until the gum has dried. 


SIMPLE LEATHERWORK 


Another favourite material for crafts for girls, is leather. In 
the brief space available in this book, it is possible only to include 
simple instructions, but more detailed instructions in this craft, 
are given in another book in the Foyles Series*. To work leather оп а 
big scale requires a certain amount of tools and equipment, and 
only simple articles which do not require the use of special tools, 
are described in the following instructions. In craftwork for girls, 
the materials used should be varied wherever possible, to maintain 
interest. 

Leather Purse: The first thing to make is illustrated in 


*Leatherwork by F. J. Christopher (2/6d.) 
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Fig. 15. It is a small change purse which can be made from skiver. 
The purse consists of one piece of skiver, and a pattern shape for 
use on the material, is included in the illustration Fig. 15. The 
pattern should be drawn to the shape required on stout brown 
paper, which should then be used on the skiver, for marking it to 
shape. All the edges of the first piece should be neatly and evenly 
cut, and the corners of the front of the flap can be rounded by 
trimming round a coin with a sharp knife or small pair of scissors. 
After the skiver has been cut to shape, the purse can be made up, 
and this is done by folding it twice, to form an envelope, and 
stitching the joining edges of the sides. In working leather, it will 
be found best to pierce stitch holes through the material, before 
the sewing is done. Simple backstitch should be used for joining 
the edges of the purse with strong sewing cotton of a colour to 
match that of the skiver, and, when the purse has been made up, 
a fastener can be fitted. The fastener can be a button, stitched to 
the front of the purse with a button-hole in the flap, or a small 
snap fastener may be used. It may be found best to fit the closure 
to the parts before the side seams are stitched up. Although this 
is a very simple article to make, care should be taken in demon- 
strating the methods, to ensure that the work will be done neatly 
and strongly. When the purse has been made up, any raw edges 
of the leather should be rubbed with a little shoe polish, to darken 
them. 

A Comb Case: This is another simple article for the beginner 
leatherwork maker, and is illustrated in Fig. 15. Two pieces of 
thin leather or skiver should be cut to shape, and a pattern can be 
made by tracing round а comb on to a piece of stiff brown paper 
which should be cut to shape for use as a pattern. The assembly 
of this article is very simple and, like the other article previously 
described, the edges of the comb case should be joined with back- 
stitch, using strong cotton or fine thread of a colour to match the 
main parts of the case. It will be found best in this work to pierce 
the stitch holes before the parts of the article are joined together, 
and this can be done with a needle or a sharply pointed awl. 
The two parts should be held together while the stitch holes 
are being pierced round the edges of the case and, for the long 
straight sides, the piercing tool should be guided by a ruler. When 
stitching the parts of the case together, care should be taken not 
to pull the thread too tightly, or this may pucker the edges of the 
case. The ends of the thread should be fastened off very firmly, 
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and the raw edges at the sides rubbed over with a little shoe 
polish of a suitable colour, to darken them. 

Novelty Case: This easy to make and ingenious novelty case 
is shown in the illustration, Fig. 15, which also includes a pattern 
for the cover of the purse, which should be cut from one piece 
of leather or skiver. When cutting the piece of leather to shape, 
care should be taken to ensure that the sides are cut neatly and 
straight. When the leather has been cut to shape, the folds 
indicated by dotted lines in the diagram should be scored on the 
inside of the leather, with a blunt tool guided by a ruler. No 
stitching is required to make the case up, and it is held in place 
by small snap fasteners, which should be stitched in position on 
the shaped piece of leather as shown in the illustration Fig. 15. 

When the case is folded and the fasteners closed, a pocket will 
be formed which has a double flap, which can be opened from 
either side of the case. Any simple form of closure may be used, 
but usually, it will be found best to fit small snap fasteners or 
press studs. 

There is great interest in the craft of working leather for girls, 
and it should be appreciated that it is a very full craft which is too 
great for detailed description in this book. 


SILVER PAPER PICTURES 


Another interesting craft for girls is the maki: 
pictures backed by silver paper. There is 
in this work, which girls of eight, nine a: 
able to do if the subjects are selecte 
of the child. The main material requi 
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dry before the next part of the work is done. It may be necessary 
to give two coats to the black parts of the glass. The design paper 
should be used when cutting silver paper to shape, and this can 
be done by placing the silver paper on a hard flat surface and 
tracing over the outlines of the design with a needle, which will 
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Fig. 16. SILVER PAPER PICTURE 
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impress the shape on the silver paper. The design should be 

worked, to include as many colours and patterns of the paper as 

is possible, and as the parts are marked to shape, they should be 

cut with a pair of scissors and pasted to the glass, using a white 

paste, not a flour paste. The front of the silver paper should be 

pasted, and the parts of the design fixed to the inked side of the 
lass. 

It will be found best to build the pictures up by commencing 
at the centre and working towards the outer parts. When all the 
design has been filled in with silver paper, a sheet of ordinary 
paper should be cut to the shape of the glass, and this should be 
pasted over the back of the design, which is then ready for 
mounting and framing with passe partoute. Strips of passe partoute 
should be cut to the length, to fit the edges of the paper, and a 
small allowance should be made for fitting corners. Before the 
passe partoute is applied to the edges of the paper, a hanger should 
be fastened through the backing material. Passe partoute is 
applied by dampening it, then fastening it carefully and neatly 
over the sides of the picture first, then the top and bottom edges. 
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SIMPLE FELTWORK 
Feltwork: Material, tools and patterns. Felt Belt: Parts апа 
dimensions — preparation — interweaving the strips — adding 
a buckle. Belt Purse: Pattern shape — method of attachment 
— making up and finishing. Felt Pram Cover: Large or small 
— materials required — scalloping and edge treatment — 
working and finishing. Knitting: Extra instructions — 


correct methods — importance of teaching — increasing — 

decreasing. Doll’s Skirt: Knitting instructions — making up. 

Doll’s Jersey: Pattern instructions and finishing. Doll’s 

Knitted Coat: Materials required — instructions for knitting 

— finishing. 
Екгтуговк is a delightful craft for children of all ages, and the 
material can be used for making a great many articles. Felt is not 
an expensive material, and one of the main attractions of feltwork 
for children, is in the wide range of colours and shades, in which 
the material is obtainable. There are several qualities of felt, 
and the low cost of the material in relation to its use and purpose, 
is such that it is false economy to purchase material of poor 
quality. No special tools are required for working felt, and every 
scrap of the material can be put to a very good use. Printed 
patterns are obtainable for use with felt, but it is usually far better 
to encourage young girls to be original in their craftwork, in 
working to their own designs and making their own patterns. 
Some simple things to make with felt are described in the 
following instructions, to serve as an introduction to working with 
this pleasant material. 

Felt Belt: To make the belt illustrated in Fig. 17, a narrow 
strip of felt is required. This should be about one-and-a-half to 
two inches wide, and long enough to fit round the waist of the 
wearer. This strip of felt forms the foundation of the belt, and 
another piece will be required for the interwoven decoration 
through the main piece, as shown in the illustration. The piece 
for interweaving should be the same length as the foundation 
piece, but should only be three-quarters of an inch wide, and of a 
contrasting colour to the main piece. 

Slits, each three-quarters of an inch long, should be cut in the 


main piece of material across the width. There should be a space 
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Fig. 17. BELTS 


of three-quarters of an inch between them. A sharp-bladed craft 
knife is the best tool to use for this purpose. After the slits have 
been cut, the narrow strip of felt should be interwoven through 
the first piece, and the ends of the weaving strip should then be 
neatened, then firmly stitched to the main piece. This simple belt 
is finished by attaching a buckle to the ends of the material. 
Belt Purse: This novel and useful article is also illustrated in 
Fig. 17. А paper envelope may be used аз а pattern to mark the 
felt to shape and, in addition to the envelope-shaped piece of 
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felt, another piece will be required for attachment to the back of 
the belt. This piece, when stitched to the back of the purse, forms 
a loop through which the belt may be passed. The belt loop should 
be stitched to the back of the purse piece, before it is folded and 
stitched. A strong fastener should be attached to the front of the 
pocket to complete it. 

Felt Pram Cover: This article for a girl to make, may be 
made large to fit a pram or cot, or it may be made smaller for a 
doll’s pram or cot. Take a piece of felt large enough to fit the cot 
or pram, and a smaller piece in a contrasting colour for the 
appliqué motif, as shown in the illustration, Fig. 18. In addition 
to the felt, some one-and-a-half inch wide ribbon will be needed. 
The ribbon should also be in a contrasting colour to the main 
cover piece. One end of the piece of felt which forms the top of 
the cover should be scalloped and all the outside edges should 
be worked over in blanket stitch in wool. The next part of the 
work consists of stitching the ribbon in place on the cover to 
outline the panel, as shown in the illustration, Fig. 18, and the 
final part of the work is the attachment of the appliqué motif, 
This should be cut neatly to shape on the small piece of felt and 
blanket stitched firmly in place at the lower right-hand corner of 
the cover. Working with felt is a very pleasant craft for girls of 
all ages, and some more instructions for using this material, are 
given in a later part of the book. 


KNITTING 


А simple introduction to knitting has been given in a previous 
chapter for younger girls. Тће instructions already given may be 
regarded as a basis for progression, and the information given 
below follows in sequence to the instructions given before. 

The next step in knitting is to learn to increase and decrease, 
зо that some shape may be given to the pieces of knitting. It is 
important at this stage to watch that the child is holding the 
knitting correctly. If this is done the speed of the knitting will 
increase and prevent any strain or cramp in the hands. It is 
well to remember that when learning these basic crafts, the child is 
learning to do things which she will in all probability be doing 
for the rest of her life. It is then well worth while learning to do 
things in the easiest and correct manner. The stitches should be 
on the needle held in the left hand, and knitted on to the right- 
hand needle. While knitting, the fingers of the left hand should 
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be held over the stitches on the needle, near the point of the 
needle. The right-hand needle can either be held in the same 
manner or in the same way as a pencil is held, with the wool from 
the ball looped over the third finger of the right hand. 

There are two ways of increasing. The first and easiest method 
is to knit twice into one loop, to gain a stitch. If there are several 
increases to be made with a certain number of rows between 
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them, use this method as it will show up on the knitted fabric and 
make the counting easier. The second method is to knit a stitch 
through the loop below the next stitch, then continue knitting 
the stitches on the needle. This method is very neat and hardly 
shows in the finished knitting. 

There are also two ways of decreasing, and again, both are 
correct and it is purely a question of choice. In the first method, 
knit two stitches together as one stitch. This will show as a sloping 
stitch in the fabric. In the second method, knit a stitch, then put 
the needle through the next stitch, but slip it off one needle on 
to the other needle without knitting it, knit the next stitch, and 
with the point of the left needle, pick up the stitch which was 
slipped off, bring it over the knitted stitch and slip it off the needle. 

Doll’s Skirt: To knit the dolly’s shaped skirt, four inches long 
and six inches round the waist, illustrated in Fig. 19, use four ply 
wool and No. 7 needles, worked to produce a tension of six stitches 
to the inch, measured over the knitted fabric. Knit three gores 
from the following directions. í 

Cast on 20 stitches, and knit six rows in plain knitting, now 
commence the shaping. 

Next row. Knit 4 stitches, knit 2 stitches together, knit till 
you have only 6 stitches on the left-hand needle, 
knit 2 stitches together, knit 4 stitches. 

2nd row. Knit plain straight across. 

3rd row. Knit 4 stitches, knit 2 stitches together, knit 6 
stitches, knit 2 stitches together, knit 4 stitches. 

4th row. Knit straight across the row. 

5th row. Knit 4 stitches, knit 2 stitches together, knit 4 
stitches, knit 2 stitches together, knit 4 stitches. 

6th row. Кий straight across the row. 

7th row. — Knit 4 stitches, knit 2 stitches together, knit 2 
stitches, knit 2 stitches together, knit 4 stitches. 

8th row. Knit straight across the row. 

gth row. Knit 4 stitches, knit 2 stitches together, then knit 
2 together again, knit 4 stitches. 

loth row. Knit plain straight across the row. 

Now knit six rows in plain knitting and cast off. Make three pieces. 
ош up the side seams, turn over a narrow hem at the top and 
thread a small piece of elastic through it. 

Doll’s Jersey: To make the striped jersey illustrated in Fig. 19, 
for the doll to wear with her skirt, a small ball of wool in two 
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different colours, one light and one dark, is required. About one- 
quarter of an ounce of each, will be enough. Cast on 30 stitches 
with the dark colour, and knit ten rows in plain knitting. Continue 
knitting two rows in each colour to make the stripes. 
Next row. Knit 2 stitches, increase 1 stitch, knit to last 3 
stitches, increase 1 stitch, knit 2 stitches. 
2nd row. Knit plain to the end of the row. 
grd row. Knit 2 stitches, increase 1 stitch, knit to the end 
of the row. 
4th row. Knit 2 stitches, increase т stitch, knit to the end 
of the row. 
Continue in plain knitting, until the work measures five inches, 
then work as follows: 
Ist row. Knit 10 stitches, cast off 10 stitches, knit 10 
stitches. 
2nd row. Knit ro stitches. Continue to knit plain on these 
10 stitches for six rows, and cast off. Join wool in 
at the other side, knit seven rows on these 10 
stitches, then cast off. 
Knit another side in the same way. Join shoulder seams, then 
pick up 20 stitches, 10 each side of the shoulder seam, for the sleeve, 
and knit for two-and-a-half inches then cast off. Knit the other 
sleeve in the same way. Sew up the sleeve seams and press well. 
Doll’s Knitted Coat: To make the doll’s coat shown in the 
illustration, Fig. 19, the requirements are, one-and-a-half ounces 
of yellow and half an ounce of green four ply wool and a pair of 
No. 8 needles. The coat is knitted all in plain knitting and 
should be worked at a tension to produce 6 stitches to one inch 
across the fabric and twelve rows to one inch. Cast on 72 stitches, 
and using green wool knit one inch, then change to the yellow 
wool and work till the fabric measures six inches from the 
commencement. 
Next row. Knit 2 stitches together all along the row. 
2nd row. Knit plain all across the row. 
3rd to 8th Knit plain right across the rows. 
TOW. 
9th row. Cast on 18 stitches, then knit across the 36 
stitches of the coat. 
10th row. Cast on 18 stitches, and knit across the stitches 


already on the needle. (This should give you 72 
stitches.) 
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Fig. 19. KNITTED DOLL’S CLOTHES 


Continue in plain knitting until the work measures nine inches 
from the commencement. 

Next row. Knit go stitches, then cast off 12 stitches, knit 30 
stitches. Now put the first 30 stitches on to a 
stitch holder or large safety pin and work on the 
remaining stitches, for one side of the coat front. 

Next row. Knit across to cuff edge, then work back to front 
edge, cast on 12 stitches. Knit plain across these 
42 stitches for twenty-four rows, finishing at cuff 
edge. 

Next row. Cast off 18 stitches, knit straight across. 

Next row. Increase in each stitch right across the row. 

Knit in plain knitting for five inches, then join in the green wool 
and knit for one inch. Cast off. Pick up the other go stitches and 


с 
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work the other side in the same way. With the green wool, thread 
a large-eyed sewing needle and work button-hole stitch round the 
cuffs and neck. Thread a narrow ribbon through the loops of the 
button-hole stitch round the neck, and tie in a bow. Press well, 
and stitch up the side seams. If the ribbon is tied first, it will keep 


the two fronts in position while the garment is being pressed and 
made up. 


СНАРТЕВ УШ 

Pattern Printing: Methods — potato printing — materials 

required — shaping the printing block — mixing the colour — 

using the block — design patterns — multi-colour printing — 

printing on fabrics —suitable mediums. Crepe Paper Flowers: 

Materials and patterns. Paper Sweet Pea: Making a pattern — 

shaping the petals — attaching stems — binding and finishing. 

Paper Daisy: Making a centre — petal shapes — assembly 

— leaves — finishing. Paper Carnations: Shaping the petals — 

making a calyx — stem and leaves. Scope and interest. 
Tue crafts described in this chapter, complete those suggested 
as being suitable for girls between the ages of eight and ten years. 
It will be appreciated that there are many other suitable crafts for 
girls in this age group and the handicraft books in the Foyles 
Handbook Series, contain a wealth of ideas and useful information 
for those interested in craftwork for girls. The next craft described, 
will find much favour with most girls. 


PATTERN PRINTING 


There are several methods of printing patterns on all kinds of 
material, in one colour, or in many colours. One of the simplest 
ways is known as potato printing. This is a very effective way and 
it is particularly effective on fabrics. The method of printing is 
similar to that of lino-cut printing, which is a full and interesting 
craft. The materials required for pattern printing with potatoes 
are few and simple. The main items of equipment are some large 
potatoes which should be scrubbed before they are used. A thin- 
bladed, sharp craft knife will be required, also some water colours 
or poster paints and a paint brush. This is sufficient for prints 
made on paper. Printing on fabrics is described later in the 
instructions. 

First, a potato should be cut to shape for use as a printing 
block, and the very low cost of the main material will encourage 
experiment. Cut a potato cleanly in half with a wide-bladed 
knife, and take one half and trim the sides as shown in the 
illustration, Fig. 20. On the flat surface of the potato block, cut 
a star shape (illustrated in Fig. 20), with a small-bladed knife. 
Make the cuts cleanly and fine. Mix some water colours or poster 


paints in a saucer and do not make the mixture too thin. (A little 
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Fig. 20. POTATO PRINTING 


office paste may be mixed with the colour to stiffen it.) A small 
paint brush should be used to transfer the printing colour on to 
the star shaped face of the potato block. The colour should be 
spread evenly over the printing surface, but it should not be 
applied too thickly. 

When this has been done, the painted end of the potato block 
should be pressed on a sheet of paper. The top of the potato should 
be moved slightly from side to side, without moving the printing 
surface, and when the block is removed, the star shaped pattern 
will be printed on the paper. This very simple experiment serves 
to demonstrate the principle of the process. 

The next stage in the work of pattern printing, is to vary the 
shape of the printing surface, by cutting other pattern shapes 
from halved potatoes and several different shapes should be made, 
to provide variety. Some Suggestions for the printing block shapes 
are included in the illustration, Fig. 20, which shows how a single 
shape may be combined to form a pattern, by printing each shape 
separately. 


The next stage in progression is to print parts of the patterns m 
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different colours, and after skill has been gained through practise 
in printing on paper, the printing blocks may be used for printing 
on fabrics of all kinds. The best materials to commence fabric 
printing are odd pieces of close grained fabrics, such as cotton, 
voile, muslin, silk and linen. Suitable mediums for printing on 
fabrics are ‘‘Wintex” fabric painting colours, if they are thinned 
with paraffin, or a printing dye can be made at home. To make 
the fabric printing dye, pour a little boiling water on a tablespoon- 
ful of household dye powder and let it dissolve. Add this to 
wheaten starch paste which can be made by mixing three parts 
of starch with five parts of water. To this mixture, add twenty- 
five parts of water and two parts of olive oil, then boil this, stirring 
all the time. The dye may be painted on the face of the block with 
a brush, or a simple dye-pad may be made by placing a piece of 
felt in a saucer and charging the felt with some of the dye spread 
evenly on the material. The potato cut should be used on the 
fabric in the same way as printing on paper. This simple method 
of pattern printing, can be used to decorate all kinds of articles, 
such as handkerchiefs, head scarves, etc., and pattern printing 
will be found a full and completely interesting craft. There is 
much scope for imaginative treatment and good use of colour 
in this very simple craft. 


CREPE PAPER FLOWERS 


Making crepe paper flowers is another interesting craft for girls 
which does not require any great outlay for the materials. Тһе 
main material used, is crepe paper, which is obtainable іп а wide 
range of colours. Additional materials required are some wire and 
some paste, In most cases, patterns will have to be made in stiff 
cardboard, for shaping the parts of the flowers. Some patterns 
are given in the following instructions, and others may be made 
from natural flowers. If this is done, two flowers of the same type 
should be used. One should be kept intact for use as a model and 
the other flower should be carefully taken to pieces, and the parts 
used for making patterns in strong cardboard. 

Paper Sweet Pea: This is a very simple flower for the beginner 
of this interesting craft. The sweet pea is illustrated in Fig. 21, 
and to make it, only one cardboard pattern is required. This is in 
the shape of a circle which should be cut with a diameter of one- 
and-a-half inches. The cardboard pattern should be used on 
crepe paper of a suitable colour, and the paper should be cut to 
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Fig. 21. PAPER SWEET PEA 


shape by trimming round the cardboard pattern held on the 
paper with a pair of sharp scissors. To make a single sweet pea, 
two circular pieces of crepe paper will be required. When these 
have been cut to shape, the top and bottom edges of both pieces 
should be fluted. The grain lines of the crepe paper should run 
down the petal shapes, and the fluting should only be done on the 
edges across the grain. Fluting is done by stretching a small 
amount of paper at a time, and both petal pieces can be fluted 
at the same time. 

After this simple preparation, the flower can be made up. To 
do this, place one petal over the other to cover a half of it, as 
shown in the illustration Fig. 21. Then fold over the lower edges 
of both shapes, as shown in the illustration, and take a piece of 
wire long enough for a stem and place one end of the wire inside 
a fold of the petal piece, to leave about one inch of the wire 
protruding from the fold. Bend the wire at the centre of the fold, 
under the flower, and twist the short end of wire firmly round the 
stem. As this is done, the paper should be shaped so that as the 
wire is tightened by twisting, the flower is formed. When this has 
been done, the stem should be bound with a narrow strip of green 
crepe paper. Each strip should be about half-an-inch wide, and 
it should be cut with the grain running across the narrowest part 
of the strip. Brush paste on one end of the covering strip and wind 
it tightly round the wire, under the flower, then continue winding 
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the strip round the stem. As this is done, the paper should be 
stretched, and wound in small tight spirals round the wire. To 
finish the stem, secure the end of the binding strip with a dab 
of paste on the inside. These simple flowers are most effective 
when several are made for arrangement in a vase. 

Paper Daisy: This is another simple flower to make. The 
centre should be made first; it consists of a one-and-a-half inch 
square of black or yellow crepe paper. A small amount of cotton 
wool or some crumpled scraps of crepe paper should be placed 
in the centre of the square, and the corners should be folded over 
and twisted round to make a ball shape. A piece of thin soft wire 
should be bound round under the shape, which should then be 
pressed flat to make the centre of the daisy. The next part of the 
work consists of making the petals. It will be necessary to cut the 
cardboard pattern to shape, and the pattern outline is included in 
the illustration, Fig. 22. Cut a strip of crepe paper, two inches 
wide and six inches long, with the grain lines of the paper running 
lengthways across the narrowest part of the strip. The strip of 
petal paper should be folded and the pattern placed over the 
folded pieces of crepe paper and held in place with paper clips. 
When this is done, the ends of the petals should be cut to shape 
by running round the pattern outlines with a pair of sharp scissors. 
The strip should then be unfolded and the ends of the petals 


Petal 
Та с/я- 


Fig. 22. PAPER FLOWER 


68 GRAFTS FOR GIRLS 


curved back a little, by scraping the back of each petal with a 
scissor blade, with the thumb held on top of the petal. 

The next part of making the flower consists of arranging the 
petals round the centre, and as this is done, the base of the petal 
should be gathered to take up the fullness. Twist the stem wire 
round the paper, underneath the petals, and make the twists 
firm and strong to hold the flower firmly in place. The stem should 
then be bound with green crepe paper, as previously explained. 
Two or three crepe paper leaves should be used for each flower. 
A pattern shape is included in the illustration, Fig. 22. This should 
be cut in cardboard and used when cutting the leaves to shape. 
The grain lines of the crepe paper should run down the length 
of the leaves. When the leaves have been cut to shape, they should 
be fixed to the stem by lightly pasting the ends, which should 
then be wrapped round the stem and bound over with a narrow 
strip of crepe paper. The daisy is most effective when several 
are made for arrangement in a vase. 

Paper Carnations: This is another simple flower to make in 
crepe paper, and they are very effective when made in bunches, 
using suitable colours of Crepe paper. The paper carnations are 
illustrated in Fig, 23, which shows how the to 
are shaped. To make the petals of the carnatio 
crepe paper which should 
and about twenty-four inches long. The 
should run across the narrowest part of 


c as previous] 
being done, wrap the ends of the 
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Fig. 23. PAPER CARNATION 


leaves in with the stem covering. Make several crepe paper 
carnations and group them in many forms. 

The instructions given in the four previous chapters are for 
girls of eight to ten years. It should be appreciated that it is not 
possible to include every suitable form of craftwork for girls in 
this age group, but the information given is sufficient to commence 
with. Many other ideas are included in the Handicraft books in 
Foyles Series. Тће work described in the following chapters is for 
girls of eleven to twelve years old, although it may well be found 
that younger children will be able to do some of the crafts 
described for older children. It has been previously mentioned 
that it is not easy to make a clear-cut division for the ability of 
girls of different age groups, and the deciding factor will be the 
interest shown by the child, and her ability to handle the tools 
and materials. 


CHAPTER IX 
CARD LOOM WEAVING 

Card Loom Weaving: Framework — simple form — descrip- 

tion of work — weft and warp. Woven Purse: Cardboard loom 

— preparation — fastening the warp — fastening off — weaving 

the weft — finishing and making up. Woven Table Mat: 

Cardboard shape — notching the edges — setting-up the warp 

— working the weft — edge treatment. Feltwork: Popular 

craft — working the material — edge treatments. Bag and 

Purse Set: Materials required — shaping and joining — 

stiffening and lining — making the purse. 
Tue craft of weaving, which is a very full and interesting one, 
may be found quite complicated by a child if it is done on а hand 
loom, but a form of weaving may be successfully practised on 
simple card looms. The term “loom,” is merely descriptive of a 
framework upon which weaving is done. 

Some of the simple processes of weaving are easily adapted for 
children and they can weave small bags, slippers, and strips of 
cloth, on some very simple card looms. АП that is required, in 
addition to pieces of stout cardboard, are some long darning 
needles and some odd lengths of wool. The first article made 
should be quite simple and small, so that it is made quickly 
before the child loses interest in the project. The cardboard acts 
as a frame or loom over which the warp threads of the woven 
material are stretched from top to bottom. By varying the colours 
of these threads, different types of patterns can be formed. During 
the process, other threads are worked across the warp and are 
darned under and over the warp threads. 

The second group of threads which run across the warp are 
known as the weft threads, and in working colour patterns, a 
simple plaid design can be formed by using three strands of white 
wool, three strands of blue wool, and one strand of red wool for 
the warp threads, repeating this grouping in sequence across the 
width required, then for the weft threads which are woven 
across the work, the colours used can be two strands of white wool, 
seven strands of blue wool and one strand of red wool. А very 
simple article is described, to introduce this interesting craft to 
juniors. 


Woven Purses: To make the purse shown in the illustration, 
70 
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Fig. 24. CARDLOOM WEAVING 


Fig. 24, a piece of stiff cardboard measuring five inches by five 
inches, will be required for the loom. A line should be pencilled 
across two opposite ends of the card loom at a distance of one 
inch from the edge. At one end of one of the lines a small hole 
should be pierced through the cardboard. To form the warp 
thread, a large darning needle should be threaded with a strand 
of wool and a knot tied in the end of the thread. The knot should 
be fairly large, to ensure that it is not pulled through the hole. 

After inserting the needle through the small hole made in the 
cardboard, wind the wool round the card between the two 
pencilled lines, as shown in the illustration, taking care that the 
strands lie flat and close together, and that they do not cross over 
each other. To secure the warp, pierce the needle through the 
cardboard at the end of the other pencilled line and knot securely 
underneath. To weave the weft thread, insert the needle again 
and darn it backwards and forwards across the warp strands, over 
and under alternate strands, until the card is covered with a 
closely darned or woven fabric. 

With one side completed, turn the card over and work the other 
side. When both sides of the card have been covered, the wool 
should be firmly fastened off, and the card should then be torn 
away. Any odd ends from joining new strands or adding colours, 
should be darned into the fabric. The piece of woven fabric should 
be folded in two, and one end should be stitched up. To complete 
the purse, a small zipp fastener should be sewn across the open end. 

Woven Table Mat: The table mat illustrated in Fig. 25, can 
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also be made on a cardboard loom. To make the loom, a circle 
of cardboard should be cut with a diameter of about five inches, 
then tiny “V” shaped notches should be cut all round the edges 
of the circular loom. The “V” notches should be placed at a 
distance of about one-eighth of an inch apart, so that the threads 
of the wool will close together when the warp is secured to the 
card. To secure the warp, thread a needle with wool and tie a 
knot in the free end. The piece of wool should be quite long. With 
the threaded needle pierce through the knot and draw the thread 
over to make a small loop which should be slipped over one of 
the notches and tightened. 

To continue, take the wool across the circle and hook it over 
the notch opposite the first one used, then under this notch, to 
the next one to the right. Bring the wool back to the next notch 
on the left, as shown in the illustration, Fig. 25, and continue 
until all the notches have a thread running from them. Fasten off 
the last end of the warp thread and secure it firmly. Commence 
weaving the weft at the centre of the mat. Thread the needle with 
a length of wool, tie a knot in the free end and bring the needle 
through from the back of the card in the centre of the mat. 
The weaving is done by looping the thread in the needle round 


each of the wool strands, as shown in the illustration, Fig. 25. 
The first few rounds of the mat should be drawn very tightly, 
and the needle should be taken round the centre, looping the 
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Fig. 25. WOVEN MAT 
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thread over the strands until the edge of the loom is reached. 
Securely fasten the free end of the wool, and separate the card 
loom from the woven material. Press the mat well before use, then 
make the wool lie flat and stitch it round the edge, to complete 
it. 

The two simple articles described above, will serve as an intro- 
duction to this very interesting branch of craftwork for girls. 


FELTWORK 


Articles made from felt are always popular with girls because 
of the colours of the material, and because of the ease with which 
it can be worked. The edges of felt will not fray and no turnings 
are required. If care is taken, felt can be washed, though this 
should not be done too frequently. It is a very inexpensive 
material to purchase, and the results can be most attractive. 
When using a paper pattern for feltwork, it will be found best to 
place the pattern on the felt and mark round it with a soft pencil 
or chalk. Embroidery transfers can be ironed on to the felt if 
care is taken, but if this is done, the transfer placed on the felt 
should be covered with a cloth and the pressing should be done 
with a moderately hot iron. This will prevent any risk of the felt 
being scorched. A very hot iron should never be used on felt, 
which is a form of compressed wool. Felt can be sewn in many 
different ways, depending on the nature of the article being made. 
Sewing cotton, embroidery silks or wool can be used for stitching 
felt pieces together, and for embroidering on felt, wool or floss is 
usually considered most in keeping with the background material. 
The needle used should not be too fine. A suitable size is a Sharps 
No. 6, or a crewel needle, either of which will go quite easily 
through the felt. On the very thin felt, it is possible to form an 
ordinary narrow seam, but for most qualities, seaming will be 
found too bulky. If the cut edges need to be hidden, as in toy 
making, they should be whipped together, as shown in the 
illustration, Fig. 26, then opened out and pressed on the wrong 
side. The two edges should be placed together, and the stitching 
taken over a double edge. Cut edges of felt do not require any 
neatening as the material does not fray, and if it is necessary to 
decorate the edges, they may be button-hole stitched. When the 
seams are formed on the outside of articles such as handbags, 
back stitch with a matching or contrasting coloured thread, 
should be used. 
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Bag and Purse Set: The articles illustrated in Fig. 26, will 
appeal to any girl of eleven or twelve years of age, and can be 
made to match or contrast with a coat. To make the set, one- 
quarter of a yard of felt, and one-quarter of a yard of any soft 
material for use as a lining, will be needed. Additional materials 
are, a skein of thick white embroidery floss or thin wool, a small 
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Fig. 26. BAG AND PURSE SET 
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piece of blotting paper, and two snap fasteners. Make a full sized 
pattern from the shapes given in the illustration, Fig. 26, and 
cut the pattern to shape on thick paper. Mark the piece for the 
set from the paper pattern, and cut these parts neatly to shape. 
The stitching, which is done with a simple running stitch, is 
worked in with the white floss or wool. Commence by joining the 
side pieces to the main part of the back, and keep all sewing on 
the right side of the articles. Run a coloured thread along the top 
edges of the back, from side to side. To continue with the front 
and back of the bag, cut the blotting paper to shape slightly 
smaller than the two pieces of felt. Glue the blotting paper to the 
sides of the two felt pieces and allow this part of the work to dry 
before turning about one-quarter of an inch of the felt round each 
piece over the blotting paper. Press well, then stitch on the right 
side of the article with running stitch, all round each piece. Draw 
up the gathered edges of the back to measure six inches each, then 
with cotton of a colour to match the felt, hem all round one side 
of each of the back top pieces, to the gathered sides of the back. 
Work running stitch all round both sides of the two felt handles 
with a thread of a matching colour, and sew the ends of the 
handles to the top of the back, at a distance of about one inch 
in from the top edges. 

The next part of the work consists of lining the bag, and the 
same patterns may be used for shaping the lining material. It 
will not be necessary to cut lining pieces for the handles. Join 
the side pieces of the lining material to the main part of the back 
lining, then place the complete lining inside the bag, with the 
seams facing the felt. Hem the top edges of the side pieces to the 
back, cover the top of the lining and stitch over the felt covers. 
Line the two top pieces, and fold the back over the front of the 
bag and attach the two snap fasteners to act as closures. | 

The matching purse is made by cutting a pattern shape in felt 
and in lining material. A piece of blotting paper should be cut 
to the same shape, but half an inch smaller all round, and this 
should be glued to the felt. The edges of the felt should be turned 
over and secured by working running stitch all round. The 
oblong of felt and blotting paper should then be lined, and three 
inches of the rectangle should be turned over to make a pocket. 
The side edges should be joined with matching cotton, and a 
press fastener attached under the flap to close the purse. 


CHAPTER X 
APPLIQUE WORK 
Appliqué Work: More detailed instructions — combined with 
embroidery. Appliquéd Apron: Attaching the shapes to the 
background — stitching — embroidery. Canvas Embroidery: 
Florentine Work — formation of pattern — planning patterns, 
Embroidered Pochette: Materials required — working the 
embroidery — satin stitch — design shapes. Shopping Bag: 
Foundation material — making the bag — gussets and covering 
— embroidery — lining, making up and finishing. 
Tus has been briefly mentioned in a previous рагі of the book, 
and the instructions given below present fuller details of this 
branch of decorative needlework. Appliqué is one of the simplest 
of all forms of fancy needlework, and lends itself well to bold and 


5 to the background 
an be used as a means 
attaching the appliqué 
is very effective when 


of decoration, in addition to their value in 
shapes to background material. Appliqué 
combined with embroidery. 

Appliquéd Apron: This easy-to-make article is illustrated 


in Fig. 27, and appliqué and embroide; ве Combin akai 
decoration. To do this ki ry are combined in the 


stitched to the background material with 
threads, before the embroidery is done. In all 


y should first be pinned to the material. 
: ° у be tacked with running stitches at the 
edges. Тће tacking stitches may be worked in the work, therefore, 
they should be kept close to the edges of the cut-out shapes. It 
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Fig. 27. APRON 


easily frayable edges are not entirely suitable for appliqué work 
but, if their use is necessary, loosely woven fabrics may be used by 
turning under a narrow hem round the shape before pinning and 
tacking it to the background material. In this work, it is important 
to remember that when attaching the cut-out shapes to the back- 
ground material, care should be taken to keep the grain of the 
appliqué and background materials all running in the same 
direction. If this is not done, the work may pucker, due to the 
two materials stretching in different directions. If any difficulty 
is met, in keeping the appliqué shapes square to the background 
material while the edges are being worked, a little photographer's 
paste smoothed over the back of the shape, should hold it firmly 
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in place. As an alternative decoration edging, closely worked 
button-hole stitch should be used for securing the shapes to the 
background. When the appliqué shapes have been stitched 
firmly in place, the embroidery parts of the design should be 
worked. A suggestion for a suitable embroidery design is included 
in the illustration, Fig. 27. There are many uses for appliqué 
work, in decorating all kinds of articles. 


CANVAS EMBROIDERY 


This is another branch of needlework, which will be found 
interesting to girls of all ages. One of the simplest methods of 
working embroidery on canvas is doing what is known as 
Florentine Work. This is most effective and is very simple to work 
by the entire use of one simple stitch. The pattern is gained by 
varying the length of the stitch and in the colours used. Florentine 
work consists of waves of colour shading from light to dark. The 
designs for this type of work are made up of zig-zag rows of satin 
stitch, with each row of a different colour or shade. Satin stitch 
may be worked with embroidery wools for bags, tea cosies, chair- 
backs, table runners, etc., or if worked in silk, it can be used for 
pretty party bags or handkerchief cases. The work is best done 
on single thread canvas with a crewel needle. The form of satin 
stitch used is known as flame stitch and differs slightly from the 
usual satin stitch, by each stitch commencing from the middle 
of the stitch previously formed, so that the line of work rises. The 
flame stitch is taken vertically over four threads of the canvas, and 
the needle should be brought out one thread to the left of the 
stitch previously worked. Good use of colour is made in Florentine 
work, and a planned pattern of colours should be drawn before 
starting the work. Ifa colour pattern has been made up, it should 
be carefully followed while the work is being done. 

Embroidered Pochette: The embroidered pochette shown 
in Fig. 28, is made from a piece of canvas worked over with the 
basic zig-zag lines of satin stitch. To make the pochette, a piece of 
canvas fifteen inches by nine inches, a piece of lining the same 
size, and two snap fasteners, will be required. Embroidery or 
tapestry wool used for decoration should be in three shades of 
colour. To commence the Басі ; turn in about one-quarter of an 
inch all round the edges of the canvas, and press the fold. With the 
darkest shade of the three wools, work button-hole stitch over the 
edges of the canvas to a distance of about one-half of an inch in 
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from the fold. Then, with the palest colour of thread, work a 
line of stitches across the canvas, using the diagram as a guide, 
then with the third colour fill in the space between the end of the 
edging stitches and the zig-zags of the first row of satin stitch. 
Use the three colours in rotation and continue working zig-zag 
rows of stitches until the canvas is completely covered. Line the 
pochette piece and turn up five inches, to make the bag. Slip 
stitch the two side edges of the pochette together, and sew snap 
fasteners in position, to close the flap of the bag. Ordinary satin 
stitch can be used most effectively in working geometrical designs 
on canvas. The shapes most often used in the designs are squares, 
triangles and diamonds, and straight bars of satin stitch can also 
be used. The background for the design can be filled in with 
straight rows of satin stitch, taken over three or four threads of the 
canvas. In this way, very attractive kettle holders, bags, table 
runners and mats can be made. ^ 
Shopping Bag: A suitable pattern of geometrical design 
worked in three colours, is illustrated in Fig. 29, for decorating 
the shopping bag shown. The foundation material is a piece of 
canvas, twenty-four inches by fifteen inches, which forms the 
main part of the bag, and two pieces of canvas ten inches by four 
inches for the gussets. To make this shopping bag, turn m one 
quarter of an inch all round the three pieces, press the turnings 


80 CRAFTS FOR GIRLS 


ueste Bleck 
ти » 


Satin Stitch. Sein Stiteh. 
Desc for Side Pieces. 


hole stitch, then press the edges 
ussets in a block pattern with the 
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satin stitch, using the darkest coloured thread. This completes 
the main part of the bag and the gussets. A very suitable material 
for lining shopping bags, is American cloth. When the parts have 
been lined, the gussets can be placed in position against the main 
part of the bag and whip stitched. For the handles of the bag, 
make two wool plaits and incorporate one or two lengths of 
coloured string into the plait for strength, then stitch the ends of 
the two handles into the bag. For this kind of work, patterns are 
most easily designed on graph paper, by reckoning each lined 
square of the paper as a thread of the canvas. Some smaller 
patterns can be worked on loosely woven material, and even on 
mesh materials, and if this is done, the background need not be 
filled in. Loosely woven material is suitable for making table 
runners, cushion covers, nightdress cases, etc. 


CHAPTER XI 
PATCHWORK 

Patchwork: Things to make and decorate — main methods 

suitable materials — planning a pattern. Crazy Patchwork: 

Simple form — foundation materials — а cushion cover — 

preparation — tacking, stitching and finishing. Pieced Patch- 

work: Method — pattern shapes — covering the patterns — 

making up, finishing and lining. Making Soft Toys: Tools and 

materials. A Woolly Golliwog: Material — cutting and shaping 

— making the parts — finishing. Match Stick Dolls: Make up 

and finishing. N 
To-pay, when materials of all kinds are so very expensive, the 
thrift craft of patchwork has returned to favour, and many 
articles such as bedspreads, cushion covers, tea cosies, aprons, 
jackets and bags ofall kinds can be made by piecing together odd 
scraps of material; this craft has a great interest for girls of eleven 
and іуусіуе years of age. 

‘There are two main methods of patchwork. One is the pieced 
method and the other is the patching or appliqué method, which 
is also known as crazy patchwork. In the pieced method, the 
article is constructed of small shapes or patches, cut in the form 
of geometrical patterns from odd scraps of waste material, and 
these are joined by stitching them. 


In the patching method of working crazy patchwork, odd 
shaped pieces of fabric are stitched directly on to a foundation 
material, and the patchwork may be done to completely cover the 
article, or the patchwork may be done on one part of the found- 
ation article only, in the form ofa shaped pattern. 

Material suitable for patchwork includes small patterned 
chintzes, linen, and cotton prints, and these are suitable for 
making and decorating articles which require fairly frequent 
washing. Odd pieces of silk and satin may be used for making and 
decorating such articles as cushion Covers, coatees, and handbags, 
etc. Almost any kind of fabric can be used for patchwork. 

When sufficient materials have been collected, to make or 
decorate an article, a general colour pattern should be planned, 
and in this, patches and pieces of plain materials should be 
Worked in with pieces of patterned and brightly coloured 
materials. When a piece of work is planned, due consideration 
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should be given to the nature of the materials. Patches of cotton, 
linen and similar materials should not be combined with patches 
of silk or satin. The different materials in a piece of work should 
be as even in strength as possible. Before the odd pieces of material 
are used for patches, they should be pressed, to remove any 
creases in them. 

Crazy Patchwork: This is a very simple form of appliqué 
work, and it is perhaps the most popular method of working 
patchwork. For making and decorating things with crazy patch- 
work, it is not necessary to plan a design, although good use 
should be made of the colours available. The patch pieces of 
material may be irregular in shape and these are attached to the 
foundation by stitching them. 

Suitable foundation materials are soft hessian, cotton, poplin 
and linen. To make an article of crazy patchwork, the foundation 
material should be cut to the shape and size of the article, and a 
good allowance should be made at the edges for a turning. | 

To illustrate this simple branch of the craft, a description 1s 
given below of covering a cushion with a crazy patchwork design. 
The cushion cover is illustrated in Fig. 30, and the method may 
be applied to an existing cover, or for making a new one. 

After the foundation material has been cut to the shape and 
size required, all the pieces of odd material should be pressed and 
trimmed to suitable shapes and sizes. The first patch should be 


stitched into place at the lower right-hand corner of the cover, 


and as the material is stitched to the background, the edges of the 
patches should be turned under. Every patch should at one point 
overlap the patch previously fastened to the background. First, 
tack each patch into place. To complete the part of covering the 
background, work from side to side of the cushion cover, then 
work down and across successive rows, until all the foundation 
material has been covered. 
After the patches have been tacked to the background, the 
edges should then be stitched firmly to the foundation material, 
with feather or chain stitch, as shown in the illustration, Fig. 30. 
When stitching the patches to the background, this should be 
done in reverse order to the first part of the work of tacking, by 
commencing at the top left-hand corner, and working across and 
down successive rows. T 
Pieced Patchwork: This is a very effective method of working 
patches of various kinds, and it is done by cutting pieces of the 
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different materials to geometrical shapes. The shapes are then 
stitched together; it is advisable, when teaching a girl, to com- 
mence with a simple basic shape and allow the colours to build 
up the pattern. Some suitable shapes are used in this method of 
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working patchwork, and are illustrated in Fig. 30. Whichever 
shape is selected, only one should be used throughout a piece 
of work, and it will be necessary to cut several of these shapes in 
stout cardboard. It is important that the patterns of cardboard 
should all be exactly the same size and shape. After the cardboard 
patterns have been made, odd pieces of patchwork material should 
be trimmed to the same shape as the basic pattern shape, but they 
should be slightly larger, to allow an extra one-half of an inch 
all round for turning the edges. A good supply of the cardboard 
shapes and pieces of shaped materials should be cut, before the 
work is commenced. Each one of the cardboard patterns should 
be covered with a piece of material. The edges of the material 
should be folded over the pattern, and some tacking stitches run 
across the back of the cardboard, to hold the material firmly 
in shape on the stiff pattern. When several pieces of cardboard 
have been covered, the work of making up the article can be 
commenced. Two of the material covered pieces should be placed 
together, with the right sides of the material facing. The joining 
edges of the material should be firmly oversewn, and strong cotton 
or thread should be used for this; all the stitches should be evenly 
and firmly made. After working the width required, another line 
of material-covered shapes should be stitched in place, to fit into 
the first row, and this should be continued until the work has been 
completed. As each row of shapes is firmly stitched into place, the 
tacking stitches at the back of the piece may be removed, and the 
cardboard shapes used again as foundations for other pieces of 
material. When the work has been completed, it should be 
pressed and lined with a suitable material. There is great interest 
in this branch of craftwork, which provides full scope for the use 
of colour, in designing and making up many beautiful articles. 


MAKING SOFT TOYS 


Soft toy making is a very pleasant craft. The work is clean, the 
materials are inexpensive in relation to their use and purpose. 
Many toys can be made entirely from waste materials which are 
to be found in every home. The tools required for soft toy making 
are few and simple, and consist of a pair of sharp scissors, some 
pins, needles, cottons, thin card and a piece of chalk and a pencil, 
and in this branch of craftwork for girls a steel knitting needle 
and a ruler will also be very useful. Materials for soft toy making 
consist of a variety of scraps of silk and cotton materials, some odd 
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lengths of wool, and a small piece of padding or wadding, for 
stuffing. 

_A Woolly Gollywog: To make the woolly toy illustrated in 
Fig. 31, you will require a skein of darning wool in black. If the 
toy is for a doll, instead of a gollywog, a skein of pink wool should 
be used. First cut a six inch length off the skein of wool for the 
body, then cut another length from the skein three inches long 
for the arms, and for a golly cut another three inch length for the 
hair. Ifa doll is being made instead of a golly, a three inch length 
of darning wool of a suitable colour should be cut from a skein for 
the doll’s hair. Place the three inch hair piece across the centre 
of the strand cut for the body, and fold the body strands over to 
enclose the hair pieces, across the fold, as shown in the illustration. 
Then wind a piece of wool several times round the body pieces, 
just under the strands of the hair, to form the head of the toy. 
To continue, put the strands for the arms between the two folded 
strands of the body, and tie round the body piece close to the 
arms, as shown in the illustration. Wind and tie wool round each 
end of the arm pieces to form hands, and bend the two ends of 
the hair pieces upwards and tie them on the top of the head. 
Divide the lower part of the strands of the body piece into two 
and bind round them for one inch, as 
imple toy, embroider 
the front of the head. 
n be finished by 


piece in half and stitch up the 
d turn the material right 
side out. Twist some cotton wool round the end of a match and 
place the padded end inside the small pink bag, against the 
form the head. To continue, bind tightly round 
the material over the match stick, to shape the head, 
wool for the hair, stitch across the top of the head, leaving long 
loops of wool as shown in the illustration, Fig. 32. Paint or 
embroider the eyes, nose and mouth on the head. Next take a 
piece of pink fabric material and cut it to shape four inches by 
one inch, and fold it in two. Seam up the sides, turn the piece 
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right side out and stuff it with wadding. Pass the end of the match 
used for the head inside the stuffed bag, then gather the material 
round the neck of the doll. This makes the body which should 
now be fastened to the head. To make the arms and legs, take 
four matches and cut four pieces of pink material the same length 
as the matches plus one-quarter of an inch, and one inch wide. 
Put one of the leg matches over one of the small pieces of material, 
fold it over at both ends, and roll it round the match. With the 
material tightly rolled round the match, stitch up the side and 
along the end. Make two arms and two legs in the same way, 
then stitch them to the body and bend the arms to form elbows. 
Cut two small feet to shape from cardboard, as shown in the 
illustration Fig. 32, put a pin through the feet, and push this into 
the end of the leg match stick. These occupants for a small doll’s 
house, may be dressed in various ways. 


CHAPTER XII 
Crafts for Girls — suggestions and ideas — development — 
progression. Rug Making: Methods and materials. Slipper 
Making: Variety and interest. Papier Mache: Materials and 
methods — making articles and decorating. Leather Work: 
Full and interesting craft. Conclusion. 
Ir is very difficult in a book of this size to fully describe every 
branch of craftwork for girls. The information and instructions 
given in the previous chapters, will enable much useful work to 
be done, and in this final chapter some craftwork suggestions are 
included for girls of eleven and twelve years of age. | а 

I should again like to emphasise the difficulty of listing suitable 
crafts in definite groups, as much depends on the ability and interest 
of the child. In most cases, the girl herself will decide what she 
wants to make. Most of the crafts described are for working for 
pleasure, but there is no reason why they should not be done for 
profit by some of the older children. 

The simple crafts suggested in the previous chapters are those 
which any girl under the age of twelve can undertake, with 
materials which are easily obtainable. When girls have reached 
this age, their interest in handicrafts will develop, and their skill 
and control of their hands will be such that they will be ready and 
eager to undertake more advanced crafts, and to develop some 
of the simple crafts already described to more advanced stages. 

Many crafts commenced as hobbies in childhood have grown 
to profitable businesses in later years. Some suitable crafts for 
pleasure and business are rug making, slipper making, decorating 
glass and china, working with papier maché, advanced leather- 
work, modelling in various mediums, making lampshades, and 
all the many different branches of needlework. 

Rug Making: This is a very popular handicraft which can 
successfully be undertaken by girls in this age group, and there is 
great scope in this craft for working out individual and original 
patterns and designs, and for the good use of colour. 

The two main methods used for making rugs are the hooked 
method and the short pile method. For the hooked rug, the wool 
is first cut into pieces of equal length, and these are knotted over 
the threads of canvas. The short pile method is worked by thread- 
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ing а large needle with a length of wool, and knotting it on to the 
foundation. Rugs can also be made by embroidery with rug wool 
on canvas, and they can be knotted or crocheted, and there are 
many methods of making thrift rugs from odd pieces of material. 

Just recently, there have been many new developments in this 
craft, by the invention and marketing of small machines to speed 
up the work of rug making. More information about these tools, 
and about the subject in general, will be found in the Foyles 
Handbook on Rugmaking*. 

Slipper Making: This is a craft which is always in fashion, 
and a great variety of materials may be used for making these 
useful and popular articles of house wear. Felt, wool, raffia and 
leather are all very suitable for making slippers. Felt is perhaps 
the most widely used material for home slipper making, because 
it can be decorated in so many different ways. Knitted slippers 
are very warm, and they are easily made. The simple mocassin 
pattern lends itself well to many variations of treatment, and it is 
economical in the use of material. There are available, many 
excellent patterns for making slippers of all kinds of material, 
and this branch of craftwork is one in which the individuality of 
the worker can be expressed, in producing first-class work of 
original design. у 

Papier Масће: This is a form of modelling with paper, which 
is done by soaking paper in water, and working it into many 
different shapes and forms while it is soft and wet. After the work 
has dried, it may be decorated in many ways. The products 
made are light and strong, and the material is suitable for making 
such things as bowls, vases, boxes and trays. As a hobby, this 
craft has many advantages. The materials are very inexpensive, 
and all that is required to commence with, is some waste paper, 
paste and paint. The paper is prepared by tearing it into small 
pieces and soaking them in water. The surplus moisture is 
removed, by placing the damp pieces of paper between sheets of 
blotting paper, then they may be formed to shape over moulds 
of china, metal, wood, etc. The moulds should first be covered 
with “Vaseline” to prevent the paper adhering to the mould. 
The paper is put on, one piece at a time, each piece overlapping 
another, between each layer of work, as it is coated with paste. 
‘After the work has dried and has been removed from the mould, 
it can be smoothed with glasspaper, and may then be decorated 
іп Many ways. 

*Rugmaking by Rosemary Brinley (2/6d.) 
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Leather Work: This is a full and interesting craft, which will 
require more expert knowledge of the possibilities and limitations 
of working the material, than some of the crafts previously 
described. Also, more skill is necessary and more tools are 
required, but the knowledge may be self-taught with the aid of 
the usual text books, and it is quite possible to commence from 
a small beginning, and become an expert in manipulating tools 
and materials, to make many things of utility and beauty which 
can be decorated in many ways. 

Lampshade Making: This is a craft which is much recom- 
mended. The work is pleasing and no very great outlay is required 
to commence with. It may be worked as a pastime or as a profit- 
able hobby. Lampshade making is a modern craft, and in recent 
years many new materials have been produced for covering 
lampshades. There has been progression in design, and the 
technique of construction has advanced. Lampshade making has 
now graduated as a skilled craft and it may be self-taught with 
the aid of the text books, of which there are many available to 
those interested in this branch of craftwork. Lampshade making 
has many facets of interest, and it encourages the skilful use of 
many materials in different ways, to produce work of a saleable 
standard. 

"There is great pleasure in all forms of handicrafts, апа the 
knowledge passed on to children, greatly increases the measure of 
pleasure for both teacher and pupil. There is no limit to the 
many advantages of teaching a child to be clever with her hands. 
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